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SADCC Leaders in Lusaka for 10th Anniversary 


Officials Arrive 


MB3103184790 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 31 Mar 90 


[Text] Two presidents and two prime ministers from 
Southern African Development Coordination Confer- 
ence [SADCC] member countries arrived in Lusaka this 
morning in readiness to the 10th commemoration of 
SADCC. 


The first to arrive were Tanzanian President Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi [words indistinct] and President Quett Masire, 
of Botswana, respectively. 


The prime ministers who arrived in the country are 
Major General Justin Lekhanya, of Lesotho, and Com- 
rade Mario Mackungo, from Mozambique. 


The heads of state were received by President Kaunda, 
while the prime ministers were met by their Zambian 
counterpart, Comrade Malimba Masheke. 


Botswana’s Masire’s Address 


MB0104053090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2307 GMT 31 Mar 90 


[Text] Lusaka March 31 SAPA—The chairman of 
SADCC [South African Development Coordination 
Conference], Botswana President Quett Masire, said on 
Saturday night that countries of the region should 
remain steadfast in opposing apartheid, despite the 
freeing of ANC [African National Congress] Deputy 
President Nelson Mandela and moves towards a negoti- 
ated settlement in South Africa, Zimbabwe's ZIANA 
news agency reports. 


Dr Masire told a banquet to commemorate the 10th 
anniversary of the Southern African Development Coor- 
dinating Conference in Lusaka the Frontline States and 
SADCC member states should march forward until a 
democratic South Africa joined the economic grouping. 


“Whilst appreciating the initial steps taken towards 
negotiations in South Africa, we must not lose our guard. 
In fact, we must maintain all the measures in place, to 
promote the process of change. 


“| therefore urge that we remain steadfast in our oppo- 
sition to apartheid,” he said. 


The anniversary celebrations were expected to be 
attended by all nine heads of the member states— 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Angola, Malawi, 
Lesotho, Swaziland, Mozambique and Tanzania. 


Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe and President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi of Tan?zria have joined Dr Masire and 
Zambia's President Kenneth Kaunda. 
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President Sam Nujoma, who was last week inaugurated 
as Namibia's first head of state, received a resounding 
welcome as Dr Masire welcomed him to the SADCC 
“family”. 


Dr Masire told fellow heads of state and members of the 
diplomatic corps at the banquet the SADCC had made 
commendable progress since its birth in 1980. 


This included: 


—the Beira corridor: 
—the Mwembeshi satellite station: 
—the Matopos sorghum and millet research station; 


—the SADCC early warning system for food security: 
and 


—the Blantyre city woodlots. 


“We have confounded the cynics and the maligners, who 
argued that the SADCC was not viable without South 
Africa. That we were so different from each other, and 
had such divergent interest that our professing of unity 
and common interest were no more than just a thin 
veneer,” he said. 


On areas of future cooperation, Dr Masire said national 
institutions, which thus far have remained outside the 
gambit of regional cooperation, should be more sup- 
portive. He also said the people of the region should 
interact more. 


He also called for “closely coordinated planning and 
decision-making in economic management, investment 
and trade, food production and human resource and 
environmental development . 


“I suggest that the second decade of our organisation 
should see us focus particular attention on the second 
objective of SADCC ... to forge links toward equitable 
regional integration,” Dr Masire added. 


He then pointed to economic and political developments 
in Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union and North America. 


He said the SADCC’s response to these developments 
should be increased self-reliance. 


The annual report for 1988-89 showed that out of a total 
of 2.5 billion U.S. dollars secured for projects, only 657 
million dollars—a mere 24 percent—had been sourced 
from SADCC member-states themselves. 


“There is no doubt that one of the SADCC’s main 
achievements in the last 10 years h»s been its effective- 
ness in generating international understanding and 
material support for our common (xuses. However, the 
long-term development of our region has to be rooted in 
our Own capacities and resources,” he said. 
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Tanzanian President’s Address 


MB0104090490 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 1 Apr 90 


[Excerpts] Chairman of the Southern African Develop- 
ment Coordination Conference. SADDC, Comrade 
Quett Masire, who is president of Botswana, has called 
for closer interaction between people of SADCC 
member countries. [passage omitted] 


Speaking at the same function. Tanzanian President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi said strengthening of cooperation 
between SADCC member countries would be a step 
toward the idea of the establishment of an economic 
community for Africa. 


Earlier, President Kaunda commended Comrade 
Mwinyi and Masire for good performance after taking up 
positions left by former President of Tanzania Julius 
Nyerere, and late Botswana leader Sir Seretse Khama. 


Namibia's Nujoma’s Speech 
MBO0104 142490 Johannesburg SAPA ta English 
1408 GMT 1 Apr 90 


[Text] Lusaka April | SAT A—Namibian President Mr 
Sam Nujoma on Sunday told SADCC [South African 
Development Coordination Conference] heads of state 
in Lusaka that efforts to improve the standard of living 
of his countrymen were constrained by a crippling R 
[rand] 1|,200-million debt and defic’t inherited from the 
previous South African Administration, the national 
news agency ZIANA reports. 


Making his debut speech as a fully-fledged member of 
the previously nine-member economic grouping of 
Angola. Mozambique, Malawi, Swaziland, Zambia, 
Lesotho, Botswana, Tanzania and Zimbabwe, Mr 
Nujoma welcomed the acceptance of his country as the 
tenth member. 


Namibia was formally accepted into SADCC ranks at 
this 10th anniversary commemorative ceremony at 
Lusaka on Sunday. 


Because of the inherited war-ravaged economy which 
had a narrow base and low productivity levels, Pres 
Nujoma said the constraints were now more pronounced 
because of his government's bid to v.tablish social justice 
and economic growth. 


“We are inheriting an enormous budget deficit, in the 
order of R500 million, not to speak of the immoral 
“debt" of R700 million supposedly owed entirely to the 
former apartheid colonial regime. 


“This,” said Mr Nujoma, “puts constraints upon our 
ability to embark upon programmes of social upliftment.” 


Pres Nujoma said Namibia would make “a modest 
contribution” in facilitating SADCC member states 
access to the sea. Namibia so far had control of the 
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northerly seaport of Luderitz because the South African 
regime still maintained its grip on the deep-water port of 
Walvis Bay. 


“On the question of Walvis Bay, it is our fervent hope 
that the government of South Africa will cooperate in 
solving this problem in the spirit of Resolution 432 of the 
United Nations Security Council as soon as possible”. 


Pres Nujoma also offered to host the 1991 SADCC 
summit in Windhoek. 


SAPA Reviews Meeting 


MBO0104 183490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1821 GMT 1 Apr 90 


[Text] Lusaka April | SAPA—Leaders attending the 
SADCC [South African Development Coordination 
Conference] summit in Lusaka spoke of the need to keep 
pressure on Pretoria to enter negotiations saying tne 
unbanning of the liberation movements and the release 
of Nelson Mandela did not mean much until apartheid 
was abolished. 


Maj-Gen Metsing Lekhanya of Lesotho and Obed 
Diamini, prime minister of Swaziland whose countries 
are intimately tied to the South African economy, said 
the accession to the SADCC of a democratic majority- 
ruled South Africa would make the economic grouping a 
formidable regional entity. 


A flame symbolising cooperation and hope in SADCC 
was lit on Sunday merning at the summit to commem- 
orate the tenth anniversary of the founding of the eco- 
nomic groupings, ZIANA national news agency reports. 


Host President Kenneth Kaunda lit the flame before the 
other nine heads of state or representatives of govern- 
ments from the other SADCC member states and 
onlookers. “Keep the five flying.” Mr Kaunda told 
athletes who immediately ran with the torch of the flame 
around the imposing Mulungushi Hall where the summit 
was held. 


The theme of the celebrations which have also been 
branded as a welcome to newly independent Namibia to 
join the Southern African Economic Bloc, is “strenth in 
Unity and Development Through Regional Co- 
operation. Race to the Future Beyond the Year 2000”. 


Mr Kaunda said the flame would remain in Zambia for 
17 days and then rotate from one member-state to the 
other till delivery to Gaborone, Botswana in time for the 
next SADCC summit on August 25. 


The advent of a common European market in 1992, 
rising protectionism and the changing political and eco- 
nomic atmosphere gripping Eastern Europe was high- 
lighted by all who spoke. They agreed the developments 
called for stronger links within the region. 


SADCC chairman, Botswana President Quett Masire, 
said national institutions have not been that supportive 
of each other. 
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“The lessons of the times seem to be that countries all 
over the world are moving in the direction of integrated 
production and trade areas. There is no reason why we 
should lag behind,” said Namibia's President Saim 
Nujoma. 


Some examples of the lagging behind include the fact 
that intra-trade within SADCC members stands at a 
meagre 4.2 per cent. 


Only 24 per cent of a total U.S. dollars 2.5 billion 
secured in the last ten years for regional projects was 
sourced from within the region. 
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Born out of the need to reduce acpendence on amongst 
others, South Africa, the SADCC can boast of a certain 
measure of success following significant declines in ship- 
ment through South African ports. 


The mecting was also attended by the ANC Secretary for 
Internai.onal Affairs Thabo Mbeki and a representative 
of the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress]. 


Angolan delegation was headed by Foreign Munister 
Pedro van Dunem. 


The celebrations are scheduled to continue uni! April 3 
with some ceremonies taking place in member states and 
other capitals such as London, Ottawa and Stockholm. 


4 CENTRAL AFRICA 


Chad 


Army, Rebel Clashes Reported im ‘ast 


ABO304 102290 Paris AFP in English 0°58 GMT 
3 Apr 90 


[Text] Paris, April 3 (AFP)}—Clashes have erupted 
during the past 48 hours in eastern Chad where at least 
two government gai risons have been attacked by well- 
armed rebel “commandos” operating Out of neighboring 
Sudan, reliable sources said here Tuesday. 


lriba Army Camp located about 60 kilometers (38 miles) 
inside the border, was even briefly occupied by the 
rebels. Another garrison at Guereda further south man- 
aged to hold off the attackers, the sources said. 


Chadian opponents of President Hissein Habre say the 
rebels belong to the “Patriotic Salvation Forces” of 
Idriss Deby, a dissident senior Army officer. 


The Chadian Government itself claims they are from the 
“Libyan Islamic Legion, a mercenary force, which Ndja- 
mena says Libya has organised to help its territorial 
expansion. 


The tactics employed by the anti-Habre forces are sim- 
ilar to those of desert raiders. The attackers surge out of 
the desert in jeeps, mowing down all before them with 
double, even four-barrel machine-guns, recoiless cannon 
and mobile rocket launchers. 


After submerging the defenders and destroying all the 
installations, the rebels withdraw to attack elsewhere. 


Chadian authorities say the raiders have bases in the 
Darfur province of Sudan, well-supplied with water. 
petrol and food. 


Ten days ago, government garrisons at Bahai and Tine 
near the Sudanese border were the targets of similar 
raids. 


The attacks have taken place some 200 kilometers (125 
miles) north east of Abeche, the capital of Ouaddai 
Province. On Friday, France sent troops reinforcements 
to Abeche where its task force deployed since 1986 under 
“Operation Sparrowhawk” had been reduced by succes- 
sive withdrawals to less than 100 men. 


French informed sources said the reinfocements did not 
imply any change in the “dissuasive and defensive” 
strategy practised by France in Chad. 


Chadian officials in Ndjamena and at the Paris Embassy 
refused to comment on development in eastern Chad. 


‘Limited Reinforcement’ of Sparrow Hawk 
AB3003201790 Paris AFP in French 1943 GMT 
30 Mar 90 


[Text] Paris, 30 Mar (AFP)}—The French defense min- 
ister indicated this evening that there has been a decision 
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for a “limited reinforcement” of the Sparrow Hawk 
military Operation in view of the “clashes” that took 
place “in eastern Chad.” 


The French minister stated in a communique that this 
measure was taken “with the agreement of the Chadian 
authorities” and “in order to guarantee the security of 
the French troops present in this region.” 


The “Sparrow Hawk" military detachment deployed to 
Chad in 1986 in order to end Libyan offensives in Chad 
had been reduced in late 1989 and early 1990 in accor- 
dance with agreements between France and Chad. 


‘Several Hundred’ Government Soldiers Killed 


AU0304114790 Paris AFP in English 1043 GMT 
3 Apr 90 


[Excerpt] Paris, April 3 (AFP)—Several hundred 
Chadian soldiers have died in a rebel offensive against 
government troops along the Sudanese border region of 
eastern Chad, opponents of President Hissein Habre 
said here Tuesday. “About |!,000 government soldiers 
were taken prison and several hundred were counted 
dead,” according to an opposition communique issued 
here. 


The statement said forces of former Chadian com- 
mander-in-chief Idriss Deby had “repelled attacks by the 
Chadian National Armed Forces (FANT) and launched 
a counter-offensive which enabled them to return to 
Chadian territory at Tine, Iriba and Banai”—three gar- 
risons near the Sudanese border. According to the state- 
ment, the Patriotic Salvation Forces “led by Idriss Deby 
captured or destroyed a large quantity of munitions and 
vehicles including eight T55 tanks, 12 troop carriers, 11 
AML-90 light-armoured vehicles, about 50 jeeps and 
several lorries”. 


The communique added that leaflets were circulating in 
Ndjamena, the Chadian capital, calling on government 
troops to “desert massively”. 


According to informed sources in Paris, the clashes took 
place during the past 48 hours. [passage omitted] 


Gabon 


National Conference Continues To Hold Meeting 


Associations’ Legalization Extended 


AB3103115390 Paris AFP in French 2028 GMT 
30 Mar 90 


[Text] Libreville, 30 Mar (AFP)—President Omar Bongo 
this afternoon agreed to a condition posed by some 
opposition factions to the holding of the national con- 
ference, it was learned from an official source today in 
Libreville. The Gabonese head of staic has, among other 
things, agreed to extend the legalizatior of 73 political 
associations registered within the framework of a 
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national conference up ‘o the legislative elections sched- 
uled for | October. Parties forming the United Front for 
Associations and Opposition Parties said that Bongo’s 
answers did not correspond to their condition, and 
threatened to leave the conference room. 


As tor political prisoners, whose freedom was demanded 
by several people. the Gabonese head of state said that 
there were none in Gabon. He said that only people 
arrested for conspiracy and who were denounced last 
October by the authorities were detained. As for the 
“exiles”, President Bongo said they willingly lefi the 
country and were free to return. 


The deliberations will resume tomorrow morning. 


Bongo on Participation Conditions 
183103140690 Dakar PANA in French 1530 GMT 
30 Mar 90 


[Text] Libreville, 30 Mar (AGP-GAB/PANA)—This 
afierncon, Gabonese head of state Omar Bongo spoke in 
response to the conditions for the participation of some 
Opposition groups in the constituent conference of the 
Social Democratic Rally of Gabon (RSDG). 


Concerning political detainees: Bongo does not recog- 
nize the existence of any political prisoner in Gabon. 
According to him, the last political prisoners were 
released some years ago. 


“You need not classify those detained for their partici- 
pation in the Mamboundou and Moubandjo plots in this 
category.” he stated. 


Touching on political exiles. the head of state made it 
known that those who pretended to be political exiles 
really left the country for various reasons. lie specified 
that Adrien Nguema Ondo left the country for France for 
health reasons, Max Anicet Koumba lefi after being 
found guilty of financial misappropriation, while Father 
Joseph Mintsa has lived in France since 1964. 


President Bongo then charged the chairman of the con- 
ference to contact these persons and “tell them that they 
can return im peace to their country.” 


Concerning the legalization of the conference, the pres- 
ident announced that “there is no need to over-legalize 
this conference.” 


“The case of Gabon is totally different from that of 
Benin.” he added. He stressed that while he was initi- 
ating this conference. he gave all the guidelines on which 
to reflect and make the appropriate proposals on the 
situation in Gabon, in order to democratize national life 
through the establishment of a “vast rally of the sons of 
the country.” 


Concerning the legalization of the political organiza- 
tions. Mr. Bongo expressed the opinion that it 1s not 
possible to legalize 73 political organizations in Gabon, a 
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country with about | million inhabitants. It was, how- 
ever, said that the ordinance authorizing these move- 
ments to participate in the national conference has been 
extended up to the time of the legislative elections, which 
have been slated for October 1990. 


These elections will also be open to the political parties 
which have not subscribed to the RSDG. which 1s 
currently being formed 


The head of state did not rescind his decision to see the 
socio- professional organizations participate in the con- 
ference’s deliberations. However, these organizations 
will not be given the complete opportunities that some 
people might have desired for them. 


As for the media. they can attend the opening session 
and some deliberations, but not the closed door discus- 
sions, it was disclosed 


Following the new quota allocations, the mood was one 
of waiting. The various organizations then retired in 
order to make a rapid analysis of the situation so as to 
continuc with the conference, 1 was said. 


Bongo Promises Multiparty Democracy 
180104174790 Paris AFP in English 1733 GMI 
1 Apr 90 


[Text] Libreville. April | (AFP)}—President Omar Bongo 
of Gabon said Sunday he wanted to continue democrat- 
ising the troubled West African state. and provide it with 
a multi-party system afier a “learning period” of up to 
five years. 


In a French Television interview he gave here, the 
president said a current “national conference” was 
aimed at setting up a “Gabonese social democratic 
gathering” which he hoped would provide an “appren- 
ticeship in multi-partism.” 


Mr. Bongo said: “I would like to give every political 
movement the same chances as the Gabonese Demo- 
cratic Party.” 


The party 1s currently the only legal one, but 1s expected 
to become just one of several currents 1 the proposed 
new body. as the national conference has seen a mush- 
rooming of up to 73 new political groups. 


An official spokesman meanwhik said the participants’ 
security would be guaranteed for the duration of the 
conference, and that the president had granted the 
different political groups’ legality until neat December. 


4 curfew in force since February was also cased Friday. 


In the interview, the president said 2 new Constitution 
would be put to a referendum and that there would be 
legislative and senatorial elections, after the national 
conference had done its work 


A new government of “national unity” would be formed. 
“and we will serve our apprenticeship (in democracy) for 
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five years,” he said, adding that the term of the govern- 
ment could however be shortened. But he said he had rot 
“come to power through a coup d'etat” and “would not 
quit under false pretexts.~ 


A general strike has been called for Monday in icaflets 
circulating in Libreville, which has been the scene of 
riots, mass unrest and strikes by workers in recent weeks 
amid a deteriorating economic situation. 


Mr Bongo said a “tiny minority” were secking to bring 
school students onto the streets in order to take power. 
but that “they will not succeed.” 


He also acknowledged that certain measu ‘es iaken by the 
government to restore living standards hid gone outside 
the terms of deals Gabon has made with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. 


The president sa:d he had asked the IMF to send a 
delegation to Libre ville to “review” current agreements. 
and predicted thal “a solution would be found.” 


Mr Bongo denied that the burden of the IMF-imposed 
austerity plans had been unfairly shared. and glso 
deplored the “anxiety” displayed by Europeans living 
and working in Gabon. 


He also denied there were any political prisoners in the 
country. There were only people “remanded in custody~ 
pending trial “following the plot hatched by Pierre 
Mamboundou.” he said. 


In October 1989 the Gabonese Government accused Mr. 
Mamboundou, a civil servant on secondment in Paris, of 
“secking to overthrow the institutions and assassinate 
the head of state.” Mi Mamboundou was expelled from 
France and deported to Senegal on February 28 this year 
mm connection with the same alleged plot. 


“If Pierre Mambourdou was here. he would appear in 
court like others, as 11 1s he who was beind the plot.” the 
president said, adding: “1 don’t lose any sleep over him.” 


Mr Bongo in the interview also thanked France, which 
he said was “greatly helping” Gabon through the provi- 
sion of “structural adjustment loans.” 


He deplored the new fighting on the Chad-Sudan border. 
and expressed admiration for the changes President 
F.W. De Klerk has brought about in South Africa. 


Mr Bongo has ruled Gabon since November 1967, taking 
power constitutionally as head of state on the death of the 
first President Leon Mba. whose vice-president he was. 


He set up a one-party state in 1968. 


Talks Resume; Few Compromises Made 


ABO204075090 Librewtile Africa No.1 in French 
IS30 GMT 1 Apr 90 


[Excerpts] Participants to the national conference today 
examined the draft rules of procedures that will govern 
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the deliberations’ proceedings. It seems that discussions 
on this issue proceeded well when they resumed this 
afternoon. Jean-Claude Franck Medome reports on what 
was said and decided 


{Medome] The deliberations of the national conference. 
which were scheduled for 1500 following yesterday's 
suspension, finally resumed at 1800. [passage omitted] 
President Omar Bongo. as we know, met the expecta- 
tions of all the participants, thus enabling the conference 
to resume on a sound footing. Earlier this evening. 
Conference Chairman Monsignor Basile Mve outlined 
the rules of procedure which were unanimously adopted. 
thereby breaking the deadlock. Participants will now be 
abie to discuss serious matters as William Oyone, one of 
the conference spokesmen. told us. 


[Begin recording] [Oyone] We have made some 
headway. because. as you know, following the additional 
compromises made by the head of state after hrs meeting 
with the conference chairman, associations which had 
earlier expressed some reserve, seed they were now 
satisified and could now take part in the conference 
while waiting for the texts to be signed. These draft rules 
of procedure were prepared by a commission set up by 
the conference chairman and <uomutted to the partici 
pants this afiernoon. In addition to these draft rules, 
which are in fact predrafi rules, the participants were 
bricfed on the conference dran rules for procedure. 
which “cre also prepared by the same commission and 
adopted. Consequently. the conference will really begin 
tomorrow 


{Medome] What can you say about these procedural 
rules which were frowned on for 9 while, at leust as far as 
the firsi draft was concerned” 


[Oyono] They were not frowned on. There has been a 
series of misunderstandings. A few organizations, like the 
Gabonese Democratic Party, came up with their own 
draft rules, which were considered by some of the partic- 
ipants as official conference documents. Thus, the mis- 
understanding started from there. And while conditions 
were being laid down, some peoph were reading those 
draft rules which were not official documents of the 
conference bureau. Therefore. the draft rules of proce- 
dure, which were adopted, were drawn up by the repre- 
sentatives of all the parties and associations attending the 
conference and adopted unanimously, though a few 
people had some remarks to make. Since the conference 
chairman feli that some remarks had to be made, he 
agreed to mect those who had something to say. 


{Medome] You mentioned unanimity. Can we say that 
there was consensus with regard to the status of socio- 
professional associations” 


[Oyono] Concerning this case, the problem was a minor 
one. In fact there was no problem. Some participants 
realized that in the documents used at the conference. 
which were prepared by a few associations, socioprofes- 
sional associations could take part in the deliberations 
but had no voting rights. They considered this as a 
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probiem and wanted to know the conditions to be met 
with regard to voting nghts. The conference bureau has 
never denied voting rights to anyone. Thal was a minor 
problem which cictled an atmosphere of tension 
between those who wanted socioprofessional associa- 
tions to have the right to vote and the others. In fact 
there was no problem and consequently there was no 
need for a solution. The socioprofessional associations 
have the right. like any other organization. to take part in 
the deliberations. 


[Medome] Some of us are afraid that a new deadlock 
could surface concerning the conditions on political 
prisoners and exiles set by the parties or associations. 
What do you have to say about that” 


[Oyono] | do not think that there will be another 
deadlock. [end recording] 


Generally speaking. everybody at the 12 March Village 
was relieved this afiernoon. But, according to some 
sources close to the opposition and. notably, to the 
united front of opposition parties ai associations, this 
is only a half victory. The unsted front and several other 
associations want the adopted draft rules of procedure to 
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be discussed in a plenary session so thai a fcw amend- 
ments can be made. The deliberations, which resume 
tomorrow morning at 0900. will be very tough. 


Police Beat Journalist for Curfew Violation 


AB3103221990 Dakar PA1NA in French 
1122 GMT 29 Mar 9 


[Text] Libreville, 29 Mar (AGP-GAB/PANA)}—Elmut 
Moutchinga Boulingui. a Gabonese journalist from 
Radio and Television Channel |. was beaten by 
Gabonese police carly this morning (0300 local time. 
0200 GMT) as he was going to work. a reliable source 
disclosed this morning. Mr. Moutchinga Boulingui, the 
star weather announcer. was beaicn by policemen, who 
accused him of violating the 1900-0600 curfew, which 
has been in force since 26 March because of the holding 
of the national conference. which opened on 27 March. 
The security forces did not listen to the journalist, even 
though he showed them his identity card and the tapes he 
was carrying. The beating occurred about one km from 
the radio station 


Gabonese. not used to this kind of restriction, are finding 
it difficult to respect the curfew. a prerequisite for the 
conference, it 1s recalled 
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De Klerk Confirms Mandela Meeting ‘This Week’ 


MB0204 140390 Johanr eshure SAPA in Enelish 
1403 GMT 2 Apr 0 


[Text] Parliament April 2 SAPA—The state president 
Mr F.W. de Kierk and the deputy leader of the ANC 
[African National Congress] Mr Nelson Mandcla would 
meet later this week, the president said here on Manday. 


De Klerk Addresses Parliament on A'NC Decision 


\fB0204 144790 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
1448 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament April 2 SAPA—The ANC"s [African 
National Congress] adherence to violence and the so- 
called armed struggle were stumbling blocks preventing 
them from joining peaceful negotiations, the state pres- 
ident, Mr F.W. de Klerk, said on Monday. At a special 
yomnt sitting of Parliament. he said Mr Mandela's call 
cancelling the April 11 talks had taken him complictely 
by surprise. “As I have already stated, | do not agree with 
the reasons given as sufficient grounds for the cancella- 
tion of the meeting.” Mr de Klerk outlined the arrange- 
ments made for the meeting with the ANC. Earlier dates 
had been acceptable to the government but that from the 
ANC side “there appeared to be a reluctance to become 
involved in such a meeting soon.” 


A steering committee, consisting of government officials 
and internal and exiled ANC members had been consti- 
tuted and had finalised most of the details for the 
delegation and the meeting. “I believe that the relevant 
problems could have been addressed through the 
steering commitice. This was not donc. “It 1s difficult to 
unders'and why an organisation saying it 1s interesied in 
peace, refuses to come and talk about that very issuc.” 
Mr de Klerk said. 


“They claim that the state of emergency. so-called polit- 
ical prisoners and the return of exiles are stumbling 
blocks preventing them from joining peaceful negotia- 
tions. He wanted to discuss that. 


“Adherence to violence and the joining of peaceful 
negotiations are mutually exclusive. You cannot send, 
and threaten to send, armed men into the country in the 
dark, send mobs rampaging into the streets. pursuc 
intimidation and at the same time negotiate peacefully.” 


This dichotomy lay at the root of the ANC’s hestitancy to 
fully align themselves with the negotiating process. The 
ANC had indicated its National Executive Commuiitec 
would convene a special sitting within five days to 
review the situation and he had instructed government 
officials on the steering commitice to keep in contact 
with ts ANC members to report on developments. He 
could also announce that arrangements for a mecting 
with Mr Mandela later in the week had been made. 


“My door remains open. All leaders simply have to find 
a way to Start talking and to keep on talking in an effort 
to find one another in a common purpose for the 


peaceful creation of a new South Africa. | hope the ANC 
will find ut possible soon to on those already talking.” 


The overwhelming majority of South Africans wanted a 
peaceful negotiating process to succced and the govern- 
ment would continue to strive for this. 


TV Reports Address 
4 B004 164090 JoZannestire Television Service 
in Laelish 1545 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] The government has announced ureent and wide 
ranging measures aimed at ending the violence and 
unrest sweeping the country. 


Strife-torn Natal has been singled out for special atten- 
tion. 


The state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, told a special 
joint session of Parliameni this afternoon that the police. 
assisied by the SADF [South African Defense Force]. 
had been ordered to take immediate. firm, and (’pur- 
poseful) action to bring the situation under control. That 
action includes the increased visible deployment of 
security forces and road blocks and the use of vehicles 
and aircraft in road patrols. A police reserve air arm 
established to supplement security forces has already 


begun operating. 


More stringent application of legislation on crime. intim- 
idation, and unrest 1s also envisaged. and in this regard. 
Mr. de !.'erk pointed out thai an increase in detentions 
could be expected. 


Turning to Natal, Mr. de Klerk confirmed the govern- 
ment's intention to introduce even more comprehensive 
security measures there in an effort to stem, what he 
termed, the shocking loss of life and property. 


In bis address, Mr. de Klerk referred to the government's 
willingness to resolve proble™s and reacted to the ANC's 
[African National Congress] decision to call off next 
week's talks. 


[Begin de Klerk recording] It 1s our desire, Mr. Speaker. 
finally. to close the old books and to start in South Africa 
on a new, clean page. Those who, on the one hand, still 
persist with worn out rhetoric, such as, for example, 
phrases like the armed struggle continues and other 
cliches, and those, on the other hand, who insist on 
continued domination, must realize that we are deadly 
serious about building a new South Africa without 
brutality and without unrest. Violence and armed 
struggle are misplaced. 


The ANC"s withdrawal from the meeting set for 11 April 
is seen here and outside South Africa as a setback to the 
evolvement of a peaceful process toward a new, just. 
democratic, and prosperous South Africa. The meeting 
wou'd have been another step on the way we embarked 
upon more specifically in the second half of last year. a 
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road leading away from violent conflicts towards the 
finding of solutions through the democratic political 
process. 


Mr. Mandela’s telephone call last Friday [30 March], 
telling me of the withdrawal statement which was to be 
issued by the ANC in Lusaka later that afternoon, came 
as a complete surprise. As | have already stated, | do not 
agree with the reasons given as sufficient grounds for the 
cancellation of the meeting. I believe that the relevant 
problems could have been addressed through the 
steering committee. This was not done. 


It is difficult to understand why an organization saying it 
is interested in peace refuses to come and talk about that 
very issue. They claim that the state of emergency, 
so-called political prisoners, and the return of exiles are 
stunibling blocks preventing them from joining peaceful 
negotiations. They wanted to discuss these issues, and we 
were ready to do so. 


We say that their adherence to violence through the 
so-called arms struggle is a stumbling block preventing 
them from joining peaceful negotiations. We wanted to 
discuss that. [end recording] 


Further TV Reportage 


MB0204 204890 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Comprehensive steps to restore law and order in 
the country’s black areas and to create an acceptable 
climate for negotiations were announced this afternoon 
by President F.W. de Klerk in Parliament. [passage 
omitted] 


[Begin De Klerk recording] Ample additional manpower 
supplied by the defense force was already being deployed 
in the areas and special arrangements have been made 
with regard to provision of special equipment. Normal 
policing was being intensified. and arrangements for 
extra courts have been made. 


Furthermore, in the socioeconomic sphere a special 
campaign will be launched. Minister H. Kriel, minister 
of planning and provincial affairs, will coordinate this in 
close cooperation with officials and concerned col- 
leagues, and funds will be channeled there from various 
sources. 


In addition to Natal and KwaZulu, the other self- 
governing siates were singled out as special targets by 
radicals. Unacceptable unrest and violence was wide- 
spread. Accordingly, urgent investigations into the secu- 
rity needs of these areas and steps to stabilize conditions 
there are under way. 


Then there are the TBVC [Transkei, Bophuthatswana, 
Venda, Ciskei] states. These states, Mr. Speaker, are also 
the targets of radicals. Their governments are in touch 
with the South African Government on ways in which 
unrest and violence can be combated. From a South 
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African viewpoint, this cannot be allowed, thai they be 
used as springboards to disrupt the rest of the RSA. 


All these steps, sir, are aimed at ensuring that the 
security situation in the RSA remains under control and 
that it be normalized as quickly as possible. They are 
aimed at neutralizing revolutionaries’ and radicals’ 
agendas for violent conflict, illegal mass action, ‘aw 
breaking, and denial of civil rights. They are intende. to 
prevent fifth columns from developing underground. 


They are aimed at eliminating irregular political action 
that ignores the generally accepted rules of the demo- 
cratic game, and they are aimed at putting an end to the 
tendency among groups and organizations to take the 
law into their own hands. [end recording] 


President de Klerk also said that the government is 
concerned that it could not lift the state of emergency. 


He also referred to factors blocking progress, including 
factions that wanted to isolate the country and who were 
not interested in peacef! solutions. He also referred to 
other factors. 


[Begin De Klerk recording] Mr. Speaker, there are also 
those who want to force the RSA into uncontrollable 
situations and disruption. Their aim is domination; their 
methods are violence. polarization, race conflicts, and 
intimidation. And then, especially in Natal, there are 
indications of power struggles between political and 
ethnic groups, made worse by the slaughter of family and 
tribesmen. 


Finally, there is murder, robbery, theft, and hooliganism. 
[passage omitted] 


{De Klerk, in English] The envisaged legislation will 
support the search for peaceful solutions, firstly, by 
empowering the government to lend temporary indem- 
nity against prosecution or institution of civil proceed- 
ings. This provision is, inter-alia, intended for those who 
presently might be outside the country and who might be 
delegated to take part in discussions with the govern- 
ment on the elimination of any obstacles which might 
exist or which might be perceived to exist. Obviously, 
such indemnity will only apply to brief visits and discus- 
sions. 


Secondly. the envisaged legislation will support the 
search for peaceful solutions by empowering the state 
president to grant indemnity on a permanent basis to 
persons or categories of persons who in the process of 
conflict and pursuit of duty could perhaps have been 
guilty of some or other common law or statutory offense. 


The legislation is not aimed at specific organizations and 
could apply to all which qualify in terms of policy. While 
the temporary indemnity which is envisaged will be 
applied in the short term, the permanent indemnity will 
be applied only after the relevant legislation has been 
accepted and promulgated. This announcement which 
would provide for permanent indemnity does not mean 
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that application of the law or administration of the 
justice is now being suspended. [end recording] 


De Klerk on Controlling Unrest 


MB0204 154290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1541 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament April 2 SAPA—The SA Police, sup- 
ported by the SADF [Sou’h African Defense Force] had 
received orders to act firmly and purposefully without 
delay to bring the incidence of unrest and violence 
throughout SA under control, the state president, Mr 
F.W. de Klerk, said on Monday. 


He also told a special meeting of Parliament that in 
Natal a co-ordinated security plan, worked out by all the 
parties involved, would be implemented from Monday. 


Ample additional manpower supplied by the defence 
force, was already being deployed in the area and special 
arrangements had been made with regard to provision of 
specific equipment. 


Normal policing was being intensified and arrangements 
for extra courts had been made. 


At the same time a special socio-economic campaign 
would be launched in the province. 


Minister of Planning Mr Hernus Kriel would co-ordinate 
this in closest cooperation with the officials concerned, 
and funds would be channeled there from various 
sources. 


Mr de Klerk said the intensified national security mea- 
sures would include a greater visible presence of security 
forces, roadblocks and patrolling of roads and areas with 
vehicles and aircraft. A police reserve air arm, to supple- 
ment the capability of the police and the defence force, 
had been founded recently and was functioning. There 
would also be intensified law enforcement against crime, 
intimidation and unrest. 


“Everyone must understand that these decisions could 
lead to a rise in the number of people being detained.” he 
said. 


In addition to Natal and KwaZulu, the other self- 
governing territories had been singled out as targets by 
radicals. Unacceptable unrest and violence was wide- 
spread. 


“Accordingly an urgent investigation into the security 
needs of the areas concerned, and steps to stabilise 
conditions there, is presently getting under way.” 


At the same time the TBVC [Transkei Bophuthatswana 
Venda Ciskei] states were also the target of radicals. 
Their governments were in contact with the SA Govern- 
ment on the ways in which violence and unrest should be 
combated there. 


“From a SA viewpoint, it cannot be permitted that they 
are used as springboards to disrupt the rest of SA.” 
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All the » "eceding steps were aimed at: 


—Ensuring that the security situation in the Republic 
remained under control and that it was normalised as 
quickly as possible; 

—Neutralising revolutionary and radical agendas aimed 
at violent conflict, illega! mass action, lawbreaking 
and denial of civil rights; 


-—Preventing fifth columns from developing under- 
ground: 

—Eliminating irregular political conduct which ignored 
the generally accepted rules of the game; and 


—Putting an end to the tendency among groups and 
organisations to take the law into their own hands. 


“However I do not wish to limit myself today to inten- 
sified security actions. This dare never be a goal in itself. 
The chief aim remains still the establishment of a new 
dispensation via the road of negotiation. 


“It is our desire finally to close the old books and to start 
on a clean page. 


“Those who, on the one hand, still persist with worn-out 
rhetoric as, for example, phrases like “the armed struggle 
continues” and other cliches, and, on the other hand, 
those who insist on continued domination, must realise 
that we are deadly serious about building the new SA 
without brutality and without unrest. “Violence and 
armed struggle are misplaced.** 


The security forces, as an instrument of government, had 
the responsibility of maintaining law and order, pro- 
tecting lives, property anv goods. 


“The core of the matter is: If a country’s broad interests 
are affecied and threatened, the government must put its 
security machinery into operation in this connection. 


“Law enforcement and the maintenance of law and 
order can never be compared to anarchistic violence. 
Therefore purposeful and strong action will be taken to 
maintain good order ~ 


Referring to the actions to be taken in Natal, Mr. de 
Klerk said that particular circumstances had developed 
there recently. The destruction of human life and prop- 
erty had taken on proportions that could really be 
described as shocking. Investigations showed that the 
causes of the unrest could be traced back to many areas. 
Solutions for the province would not be found overnight. 


“It will cost much time, patience and money.” 


Mr. de Klerk said that afier his announcement last year 
that his door stood open at all times for political dialogue 
and negotiation, a pattern of relatively peaceful orderly 
protest and dialogue had started developing. Although 
there were exceptions, there had been sufficient indica- 
tions to justify the government's implementation of a 
more relaxed policy on the security situation. 
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“Today, however, we unfortunately still are in a situa- 
tion which necessitates maintaining the declared state of 
emergency. For the government and myself, this is a 
matter of concern. 


“A number of factors can be identified which aim at 
thwarting or totally neutralising the progress in various 
fields. There are apparently factions which have a vested 
interest in the continued isolation of the Republic. For 
them it would be disastrous if the Republic could break 
out of its isolation and the cycle of violence and unrest.” 


These factions lived and flourished on the anti-SA cam- 
paign, which was already decades old, and had an 
interest in preventing SA from implementing peaceful 
solutions. They were dependent on confrontation and 
disorde: for their continued existence and way of life. 
Successful negotiations would be a nail in their coffin. 


There were those who, with an eye on takeover of power, 
wanted to force the Republic to a level of ungovern- 
ability and mass resistance. Their methods were vio- 
lence, polarisation, race conflict and intim:dation. 


In Natal in particular, besides all these factors, there was 
a strong indication of a power struggle between political 
and ethnic groupings which was being exacerbated by 
generations-old family and tribal vendettas. 


Lastly, there was common murder, robbery, theft and 
thuggery which flourished in a climate of unrest and 
unbridled protest. 


“While we have been working hard since September 
1989, and particularly since February 1990, to remove 
stumbling blocks in many areas, it is clear that radical 
elements have equally diligently been erecting stumbling 
blocks in the security field. and have equally fiercely 
been striving for the destabilisation of SA.” 


One of his expert advisers had told him in a report that 
although the present level of violence was lower than that 
of 1985/86, there was a real danger that it could escalate. 


Parliament To Consider Exiled Criminal Indemnity 


MB0204 151890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1517 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Parliament, April 2, SAPA—A bill to provide 
temporary and permanent indemnity to persons who 
might have committed common law or statutory crimes 
in the process of conflici or in pursuit of duty, would be 
introduced in Parliament by the minister of justice. 


This was announced by the state president, Mr. F.W. de 
Klerk, at a special joint sitting of Parliament on Monday. 


The bill would empower the government to provide 
temporary indemnity against prosecution or institution 
of civil proceedings for people in exile who might be 
delegated to take part in discussions with the govern- 
ment on the elimination of existing obstacles. 
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This form of indemnity would apply only to brief visits 
and discussions. The state president would also be 
empowered to grant permanent indemnity to categories 
of people who had committed potentially criminally 
prosecutable acts. 


“The legislation is not aimed at specific organisations 
only, and could apply to all which qualify in terms of 


policy. 
“The temporary indemnity which is envisaged will be 
applied in the short term, the permanent indemnity will 


be applied only after the relevant legislation has been 
accepted and promulgated.” 


He said this announcement, which would provide for 
permanent indemnity, did not mean that the application 
of the law or administration of justice was now sus- 
pended. 


“Obviously blanket indemnity is not being considered 
and it will only be possible to grant indemnity in terms of 
policy yet to be determined.” 


The minister of justice. Mr. Kobie Coetsee. would 
announce further details soon. 


Furthermore there were still several hundred people in 
detention who had been sentenced for security-related 
crimes. 


“As soon as it has been decided grant indemnity to 
unsentenced individuals, a basis will naturally have to be 
found for dealing with people who have been sen- 
tenced,” President de Klerk said. 


“With these steps the government proves that it is not 
blind to the problems of the moment. The groundwork 
for the creation of climate conducive to negotiation with 
everyone honestly committed to finding peaceful solu- 
tions must continue. 


“We are also serious about converting as many people as 
possible to this attitude.” 


Party Leaders React to De Klerk Speech 


MB0304065090 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Text] Most parliamentary parties have welcomed the 
state president's announcement on the security situation 
and on indemnity for those wanting to take part in 
negotiations. 


However, the Conservative Party [CP] said in its reac- 
tion to the announcement that the fact that the govern- 
ment was now compelled to take action proved that the 
CP had been correct when it warned that the government 
policies would lead to anarchy and chaos. 


The CP spokesman on law and order, Mr. Moolman 
Mentz, said that President de Klerk’s announcement on 
indemnity was deplorable. He said it was totally unac- 
ceptable that people who were responsible for murders 
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and the maiming of people should now be allowed go go 
free. He said that the law should be allowed to take its 
course. 


The Democratic Party [DP] has welcomed boih the 
involvement of the security forces in unrest situations 
and the proposals relating to indemnity. A DP co-leader, 
Dr. Denis Worrall, described the indemnity proposals as 
a forward step. He said that the military and the police 
had to be politically neutral if they were going to be 
effective. 


Dr. Worrall added that bringing peace to South Africa 
and starting political negotiations was dependent not 
only on the state president, but also on the attitudes of all 
political leaders in South Africa. 


Mr. Hennie Smit of the National Party said that the 
security forces deserved special praise, and that they 
could rely on the full support of the government. He said 
South Africa was on the threshold of very important 
developments in the constitutional, social, and economic 
fields. Progress could be achieved only in an orderly 
society. 


The chairman of the Ministers’ Council of the House of 
Representatives, Rev Allan Hendrickse. said in his reac- 
tion that it was clear that anarchy would not be tolerated. 
He said that the steps announced could create the 
impression that the government was adopting a tougher 
attitude, but that circumstances in the country had to be 
taken into consideration. He said he hoped that the 
discussions between the government and the ANC 
[African National Congress] should still take place. 


The leader of the official opposition Democratic Reform 
Party, Mr. Nic Isaacs, said that his party supported the 
State president in his actions, and trusted that stability 
and peace would be established soon, so that the process 
of negotiation could go ahead in the right climate. 


The chairman of the Ministers’ Council in the House of 
Delegates, Dr. J. N. Reddy, said that there had to be an 
end to the senseless violence, and that the deployment of 
security forces in troubled areas was necessary. 


The official opposition in the House, the National Peo- 
ple’s Party, also welcomed the steps. Its chief whip, Mr 
Jacoob Baig, said it was unfortunate that the spate of 
violence mitigated against the lifting of the state of 
emergency. He said he hoped that all parties would 
contribute to creating a climate for negotiation and 
dialogue. 


Mayor Welcomes De Klerk’s ‘Strict’ Measures 


MB0304055490 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Text] The mayor of Pietermaritzburg, Mr. Mark Cor- 
nell, has thanked President de Klerk for the strict mea- 
sures he has introduced, particularly in the vicinity of 
Pietermaritzburg. 
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Mr. Cornell said that he was almost certainly speaking 
on behalf of the majority of those living in and around 
the capital. He said he believed all would agree that such 
extreme measures were urgently necessary. 


Our Durban news staff reports that more than 12,000 
people have fled from the strife-iorn areas around Piet- 
ermaritzburg. |.fost of them have been housed tempo- 
rarily in six camps tn the Edendale area. The coordinator 
of the temporary committee for refugees at Edendale, 
Rev. Ben Nzimbi, said that those who had fled were 
living under very bad conditions in the camps, and that 
urgent attention should be given to improving their 
living conditions. 


Mandela To Study De Klerk Speech 


A1B0304055090 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OSOO GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] The deputy president of the 
ANC [African National Congress]. Mr. Nelson Mandela, 
said he accepted that the state president had carefully 
considered his speech to parliament. He said he would 
like to study the text first, before commenting at length 
on the speech. 


He began a visit to the strife-torn areas of Natal yes- 
terday. 


Mandela Criticizes Government's Natal Plans 


A1B0304114590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1142 GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Text] Pietermaritzburg April 3 SAPA—Government 
plans to end the violence in Natal, announced in parlia- 
ment on Monday, could already be doomed because 
acknowledged leaders in the stricken Pietermaritzburg 
areas were not consulted. 


Speaking al a press conference in the Natal capital after 
a day and a night of visiting some of the areas worst hit 
by violence, ANC [African National Congress] Deputy 

+President Nelson Mandela said government concern was 
to be welcomed. 


“But unilateral action by the government without con- 
sulting acknowledged leaders is bound to be ineffective 
regardless of merit,” he told reporters. 


Both UDF [United Democratic Front] Leader Gumede 
and the ANC’s representative for the Natal Midlands, 
Harry Gwala, should have been consulted, said Mr 
Mandela. 


In meeting Inkatha President Mangusuthu Buthelezi on 
Saturday, Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok had 
condemned the UDF/ANC alliance without giving it the 
opportunity to be heard. 


Mr Mandela will be making the views of the ANC heard 
on Thursday when he meets Mr de Klerk, he confirmed. 
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He would be recommending certain sieps to the state 
president to end the violence, but could not divulge these 
beforehand. 


The other problem with Mr de Klerk’s peace plan for 
Natal was in fact embodied in Mr Vliok. who was 
“perhaps the most uncooperative minister of police to 
date. 


“He has no sympathy with black aspirations.” Mr Man- 
dela claimed. 


Mabuza Says ANC Cancellation ‘Understandable’ 


MB0204 155290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1459 GMT 2 Apr 90 


{Text} Johannesburg April 2 SAPA—KaNgwane’s Chief 


Minister Enos Mabuza on Monday said the nation’s 
hopes were pinned on the meeting with government 
which ANC [African National Congress} Deputy Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela suspended on Saturday [31 
March]. 


Although reasons for the suspension of the April | 1 talks 
were understandable, he sincerely hoped the initiatives 
to put the process back on the rails would be addressed 
by all the parties concerned with the urgency it deserved. 


Mr Mabuza—regarded by many observers as a home- 
land leader found “acceptable” by the ANC—said in a 
statement the suspension of the meeting was seen as a 
setback to the initiation of a long-awaited peaceful 
process of dialogue. 


He said the same urgency applied to the resolution of the 
escalating violence in Natal. 


“We express our deep regret at the loss of life and 
displacement of families in this strife-torn area.” he said. 


He supported any and every attempt to bring about 
peace talks, in particular those which involved Mr Man- 
dela and Inkatha President Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


ANC Announces Inkatha Talks Off 


MB3003 172990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1730 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Text] Johannesburg, March 30, SAPA—A meeting between 
ANC [African National Congress] Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela and Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi—seen 
as a vital step to stop Natal violence—is off. 


A decision taken by the ANC “interim leadership core™ 
that the “atmosphere is not yet ideal for a joint rally in 
Natal” was announced in a statement to SAPA on Friday 
evening. 


Earlier in the day, Dr. Buthelezi revealed that Mr. 
Mandela had been advised by three Natal UDF [United 
Democratic Front] leaders—Mr. Archie Gumede, Dr. 
Diliza Mji and Mr. Harry Gwala—to jettison the pro- 
posed mecting at this stage. 
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Dr. Buthelezi said he had personally spoken to Mr. 
Mandela, who had said a large delegation led by Mr. 
Gwala had arrived at Orlando, Soweto, home to discuss 
postponing the peace rally. 


“By Monday, they (the Natal UDF leaders) will owe 
more bereaved explanations about why they are delaying 
Dr. Mandela and I moving in to stop the killings than 
they already owe today. People are going to die while 
they delay.” said Dr. Buthelezi. 


Mr. Mandela was still due to visit Natal on Monday [2 
April] and Tuesday to visit areas affected by violence and 
consult people in the region, the ANC statement said. 


Arrangements were still being made for a meeting 
between Dr. Buthelezi and Mr. Mandela, the statement, 
signed by ANC information and publicity head Ahmed 
Kathrada,. concluded. 


Buthelezi Accuses ANC of ‘Cowardice’ on Talks 


MB0204 144390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1426 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Ulundi, April 2, SAPA—Inkatha leader Man- 
goshuthu Buthelezi on Monday told top church lead- 
ers—including Archbishops Desmond Tutu and Denis 
Hurley—they should be talking to the UDF [United 
Democratic Front], COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions] and the ANC [African National 
Congress] if they really wanted to stop the widespread 
slaughter of innocents in strife-torn Natal. 


In astrongly worded memorandum to a SACC [Southern 
African Council of Churches] delegation in Ulundi, Mr. 
Buthelezi accused the church body of joining a party- 
political vendetta against Inkatha while people were 
dying. He also accused the ANC of cowardice in calling 
off the Mandela-Buthelezi peace rally due for Monday 
and in cancelling its April 11 meeting with President 
F.W. de Klerk. They were afraid because peace negotia- 
tions could expose them as not having the following they 
claimed, he said. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Buthelezi said people were being 
“chopped up and burnt alive ... and a whole new 
generation is being warped by violence.” 


The KwaZulu leader said the South African Council of 
Churches had channelled millions of rands of overseas 
money to causes funded by the pro-ANC, UDF and 
COSATU organisations, and nothing to the humani- 
tarian and developmental projects of Inkatha. 


Yet the ANC’s Radio Freedom in Lusaka had repeatedly 
called on youths to band together and kill black town 
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councillors, policemen and others denigrated as *‘collab- 
orators” because they did not accept the ANC’s violent 
Strategies. 


“I and my followers are (in those terms) already sen- 
tenced to death. It is as simple as this.” Mr. Buthelezi 
said. 


He pointed out it was not Inkatha which had planted 
bombs in supermarkets and restaurants and promoted 
the horrifying practice of necklacing and which preached 
death and destruction. 


Specifically addressing the SACC’s Rev. Frank Chikane, 
he said he would continue his peace efforts and that he 
still believed black leaders should go and stop the killing 
where it was taking place. 


“| still say it 1s hideously wrong and cowardly of the 
ANC to stop Dr. Mandela from sharing a platform with 
me so that we could stop the killing. 


“Go to the ANC and tell them to get off their political 
backsides and organise a meeting with me so that we can 
address the people in Pietermaritzburg together.” Mr. 
Buthelezi said. 


Labor Party Regrets State-ANC Talks Suspended 


MB0104071390 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0600 GMT 1 Apr 90 


[Excerpts] The ANC’s [African National Congress] mil- 
itary wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe, is ready and prepared 
to resume its armed struggle if a political settlement is 
not reached with the South African Government. ANC 
stalwart Elias Motsoaledi says when the government 
called for the suspension of hostilities, Umkhonto we 
Sizwe did not place its weapons very far away. [passage 
omitted] 


Motsoaledi’s comments followed the announcement by 
the ANC’s National Executive in Lusaka that the talks 
with government scheduled for 11 April had been sus- 
pended. [passage omitted] 


The Labor Party says it regrets the suspension of the 
talks. Spokesman Peter Hendrickse says he hopes it is 
not a permanent cancellation. He said now, more than 
ever, responsible leaders must get together. He says 
violence has not been, and can never be, a solution. He 
said the shootings at Sebokeng and the Natal violence 
highlight the urgency of such talks. 


Arrest Warrant for Winnie Mandela Issued 


MB0204 180590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1719 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg April 2 SAPA—A warrant of arrest 
was issued on Monday in respect of Mrs Winnie Man- 
dela, wife of ANC [African National Congress] deputy 
president Mr Nelson Mandela, for failing to appear in 
the Johannesburg Magistrates Court on allegations of 
failure to pay unemployment fees for her workers. 
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A warrant for Mrs Mandela’s arrest was authorised on 
March 16, but was held back until March 30 to enable 
Mrs Mandela to make a later appearance in court. 


The warrant was formally issued on Monday because 
Mrs Mandela made no subsequent appearance. 


According to documents before the court, Mrs Mandela 
has allegedly failed to pay an render statements for 
employees at a business owned by her, Richmond Fish 
and Chips. 


The charges relate to the period January | to December 
7 last year. 


—A spokesman for the Mandela family said last month 
that no summons or any other legal notice had been 
received by Mrs Mandela informing her of any court 
appearance. 


Violence Shifts to Durban's Umlazi Township 


MB0304074390 Umtata Capital Radio 
in English 0700 GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Text] The situation in Natal townships is reported as 
tense this morning and, as Carmel Rickard reports, the 
violence has now shifted to Durban's Umlazi township. 


[Rickard] A massive march was planned for today to 
take a petition to the police station in protest at police 
action in the township, but already there have been 
serious problems. A train motor coach and a passenger 
coach were burned out at the Umlazi station this 
morning. SATS [South African Transport Services] offi- 
cials say in the fire the overhead cables were destroyed, 
and until they can be replaced it won't be possible for 
trains to move along that section of track. This has kept 
many Umlazi people, who might have wanted to go to 
work, from being able to do so. 


Municipal bus drivers have also been unable to get into 
the township. That is because of barricades across the 
road, which are stopping buses or taxis from moving in 
the area. 


SOWETAN Interviews President De Klerk 


MB2303 144490 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
23 Mar 90 p ll 


[Interview with State President F.W. de Klerk at Tuyn- 
huys, Cape Town, on 15 March by SOWETAN Editor 
Agerey Klaaste and journalist Joe Thloloe] 


[Excerpt] [Introductory passage omitted] SOWETAN: 
How do you see the process of negotiations from now, 
sir. Dr. Viljoen has said that the National Forum, for 
instance, has already shown that it has a constituency 
and it therefore has a place at the negotiating table. 


You have also mentioned people like Dr. Buthelezi. How 
do you see all these people coming into the negotiating 
process? By invitation? 
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De Klerk: | would say that before you can really have full 
negotiations in che fullest sense of the word. you will 
have to broaden the consensus as to who must sit around 
that table...in bilateral discussions—with maybe multi- 
lateral but different types of the total leadership in South 
Africa. 


I personally think that it will be a good thing if that 
broader consensus can be reached as soon as possible. 


SOWETAN: The Pan-Africanist Congress has recently 
said that it believes that there should be a one-person 
one-vote election for a Constituent Assembly and it 
believes that this would be a democratic way of getting 
the negotiation process going. 


De Klerk: My reaction is that—it is not specific to that 
but you can take it as a reply to that—the negotiating 
process should in no way be seen as a replacement of 
normal...the continuance of orderly government. It is 
firstly a parallel process. 


Secondly, any person or organisation who states a pre- 
condition for negotiation which will really offer him a 
victory with regard to points which have to be discussed 
at negotiations is really not helping the process of nego- 
tiations. 


It is for that reason that | emphasis that we want to enter 
the negotiations without preconditions. 


SOWETAN: But is this not a way of saying. how does the 
process start? And they are saying. if you have a one- 
person one-vote election to a Constituent Assembly that 
will debate a new Constitution for the country... 


De Klerk: That would appear to be the route that was 
followed in South-West Africa/Namibia and I think that 
South Africa’s position is totally different because South 
Africa is a recognised State and the effect of that will be 
to a certain extent to ignore the constitutional realities of 
South Africa. 


SOWETAN: Dr. Viljoen at one point suggested that 
there might be an election for black representatives... 


De Klerk: He mooted it as a possibility some time ago 
but the impression that I have is that there was quite a 
negative reaction to that and we do not intend to force 
such a method down the throats of anybody. 


SOWETAN: What do you see as a fair way of getting the 
negotiation process going? 


De Klerk: I think it is getting the most important leaders 
to agree o how to get it going. So I think we must 
concentrate now on discussions with each other and 
leaders of South Africa. How we want to get the negoti- 
ation process going and how we hope to structure 
it...must be the result of discussions and dialogue and 
negotiations about negotiations. 


| have talked to homeland leaders. | will continue to talk 
to them—they have a constituency. It is a question of 
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talking to everybody, leaders of smaller groups, leaders 
of bigger groups. leaders with smaller constituencies, 
leaders with bigger constituencies. 


SOWETAN: You have already said that the idea of a 
vote for black representatives was received negatively. 
Since then have you thought of other possibilities that 
the government can put forward to get the negotiations 
going? 


De Klerk: Yes, but | would prefer to discuss that with 
leaders and not to discuss it through the media. [passage 
omitted] 


Force Displays Aircraft at Transvaal Show 


M1B2603151790 Johanneshbure THE CITIZEN 
in English 26 Mar 90 p 16 


[Text] The South African Air Force [SAAF] showed a 
crowd of several thousand Northern Transvaal platte- 
landers at the weekend that even if the eagle's talons 
have been blunted in the state's financial clampdown, 
they still have plenty of power left. 


People from throughout the region flocked to the Piet- 
ersburg Air Force Base for the annual SAAF air show, 
one of the biggest events of the year in the Northern 
Transvaal—and a sabre-rattling exercise virtually within 
sight of Zimbabwe. 


Sunshades rapidly became umbrellas when a blazing 
such was blotted out by stoim clouds and a drenching 
rain fell in the afternoon—leaving everybody wet and 
bedraggled. but with enthusiasm unabated. 


The crowd thrilled to skilled earobatic displays by a team 
of Harvard fighter-trainer aircraft, 50 years old next 
month; by the crack Impala jet fighter Silver Falcon 
team; witnesses probably the last flight of the-—graceful 
“Whispering Death” or original “Eye in the Sky” Can- 
berra bomber, as it has been knows to many generations 
of terrorists and guerillas—soon to be withdrawn from 
service a mock aerial dogfight and many other stunts. 


Highlights of the day were certainly the highly-skilled 
aerobatic displays in a veteran C-54 four-engined Sky- 
master transport plane and them by a C-47 Dakota 
which will be 55 years old in July. 


The crowd was held spellbound as the two ancient 
aircraft were thrown about the sky. 


The first public showing of the ARMSCOR [Armaments 
Corporation of South Africa] combat helicopter, the 
Rooivalk, drew big crowds to the hangar where it was on 
display. 


30 Mar Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB3003 154890 


{Editorial Report] 
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THE CITIZEN 


De Klerk Must Win ‘Internal Battle-— “South Africa has 
made a diplomatic breakthrough as a result of the State 
President's February 2 speech and subsequent events, 
culminating in the independence celebrations in 
Namibia at which foreign dignitaries beat a path to his 
door,” recognizes a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 27 March. “South Africa is 
no longer regarded as a country to be avoided like the 
plague. The easy and confident way in which Mr de 
Klerk has been handling these meetings impresses 
everyone. The image of a true reformist and a statesman 
has come across strongly.” While there is talk that De 
Klerk will meet various European leaders in the coming 
months, “there is also talk of sanctions being lifted, but 
such talk is premature. We have to meet the require- 
ments of the U.S. Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act 
before President George Bush can lift sanctions.” “Nev- 
ertheless, the fact that both the Soviet and American 
foreign ministers have met Mr de Klerk and have been 
impressed by his sincerity and intentions, and the other 
favourable contacts he has made, have created a new 
Situation. Having said that, we must warn against 
another bout of false euphoria. The country is in a state 
of grave unrest similar to that of 1984-86. The White 
backlash is growing ominously. White counter-violence 
has begun in Welkom and may spread. The talks with the 
ANC have not begun, but there are already problem 
areas. And the major negotiations are not yet in sight. 
Our fate will not be decided abroad but here. Mr de 
Klerk needs to win the internal battle and until he does 
sO, we can Only pray and hope that it will all come out 
well in the end.” 


Government Must Quickly Improve Police Positions— 
“We have warned often enough about a White backlash 
against the reforms introduced by the State President, 
Mr F.W. de Klerk,” recalls a page 6 editorial in THE 
CITIZEN on 29 March. “It is hard for people who grew 
up with apartheid as their bible to accept that apartheid 
is dying.” “It has all happened so switi!y that the 
ordinary individual has not had time to absorb, under- 
stand or appreciate the reasons for each dramatic move.” 
“It is the White backlash that is building up against the 
wave of violence sweeping the country that worries us 
most at this time.” “In Welkom the White backlash has 
seen some nasty attacks on innocent Blacks, as well as 
the creation of an organisation, the Blanke Veiligheid 
[White Security]. supposedly formed to fill the gap left 
by a rapidly depleted police force.” “The government 
should not tolerate armed groups like the Blanke Veilig- 
heid and should take steps to disband them. It should 
rapidly improve the conditions of pay and service in the 
police force, to ensure that the exodus from the force is 
stemmed. And it should clamp down on marches so that 
the present unstable situation is ended. Restoring peace 
and stability is imperative, since the negotiation and 
creation of a new South Africa cannot proceed in an 
atmosphere of violence and, in some areas, anarchy.” 
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THE STAR 


Black Education Needs Bold Leadership—* Both the gov- 
ernment and the opposition ranged against it agree that 
it is crucial to have children and teachers back in the 
classrooms as speedily as possible. Many responsible 
leaders have said so.” notes the Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 30 March in a page 12 editorial. 
“The opportunity to test Pretoria’s sincerity now exists 
and should not be allowed to slip away.” “It requires 
bold leadership on both sides now to take up the 
common challenge and. together, to work towards nor- 
mality in black education.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Black Leaders Must Control Violence—“‘Just when 
South Africa seems closer than it has ever been to 
resolving the political conflict between black and white 
through negotiations, violence and confrontation are 
reaching new levels of intensity.” observes the Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 30 March in a page 
10 editorial. “Certainly in Natal both the ANC/UDF 
[African National Congress/United Democratic Front} 
alliance and KwaZulu Chief Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi seem to have failed the test of leadership 
presented by the violence.” “No matter how formidable 
the problems, or valid the grievances, there is no longer 
any justification for boycotts and strikes.” “If black 
leaders do not want the country to be ungovernable, they 
will have more clout at the negotiating table if they 
establish their authority over the violent communities 
they claim to represent.” 


31 Mar Press Review 
MB3103102090 


[Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Democratic Party Irrelevant‘ —We don’t know why the 
Democratic Party [DP] doesn’t just hurl in,” asserts the 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 30 Mar ina 
page 6 editorial. “The battle in White politics is, as it has 
been for some years, between the National Party [NP] 
and the Conservative Party [CP]. And in a wider sense, 
the battle is shaping up between the NP and the African 
National Congress. In Parliament, the DP is more and 
more irrelevant. Indeed, it has taken to agreeing with the 
government in its main thrust and has gone so far as to 
give its approval to the |Ludget, something an Opposition 
party has not done before.” “The lacklustre appearance 
of the DP can be blamed on its troika leadership.” 
Meanwhile, “The National Party is losing support, 
including that of English-speakers, to the CP,” and “we 
do'bt the NP has acquired enough support from the DP 
to stave off the CP challenge if there had to be an election 
now.” People are supporting the CP because “it appeals 
to the fears of many whites and their racial feelings.” not 
because they believe in it, but because they don’t like 
what the government is doing.” The DP “join the NP 
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now and help Mr de Klerk fight for a new South Africa 
acceptable to reasonable men of all races.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


NP Seeks Black Alliance—*Most non-Nats find the idea 
of the party winning active black support absurd. But 
senior Nats don‘t—indeed, they have begun talking 
about it in public.” observes Steven Friedman in his 
““Worm’s Eye” column on page 12 of the 30 March - 4 
April Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in English. 
“The thinking is not restricted to a handful of vision- 
aries: ‘alliance-forming’ has become a ‘buzz’ phrase 
among Nat MP’s.” The “DTA [Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance]-option™ is not new, and “it is the Nats’ most 
realistic option if they want a ‘new South Africa’ on 
their, rather than the black resistance movement's. 
terms. What is new is that the Nats are no longer 
unanimous about who the other members of the alliance 
should be.” Some think that “they will be able to work 
with a significant section of the African National Con- 
gress [ANC]. “If there are ANC leaders ‘pragmatic’ 
enough to do a deal of that sort, they might find it 
impossible to sell it to their organisation” and “might 
lose support to the Pan Africanist Congress.” “But what 
if the Nats abandoned apartheid? What if they retained 
power, but scrapped all other elements of the system and 
began a concerted attempt to ‘deliver’ to selected black 
interest groups? Some Nats believe that they could then 
win far more support than the DTA.” “Recent evidence 
Suggests the government might be moving in this direc- 
tion.” 


SOWETAN 


Teachers’ Strike Must End—*The teachers’ strike in the 
Johannesburg region has now been going on for four 
weeks. The government’s and the community's slow 
reaction to it is shocking. Would the reaction have been 
the same if white schools were affected?” asks the 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 30 March ina 
page 10 editorial. “The sooner solutions are found the 
better for this country.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Signs of Lifting Media Restraints Welcome—*Thie indi- 
cation by the minister of home affairs, Mr Louw, that all 
legislative restraints on media reporting are to be 
reviewed is most welcome,” states the Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES ia English on 28 March in a page 8 editorial. 
“This is a most encouraging development.” “The South 
African public is hardly aware of the extent to which its 
knowledge and understanding of national affairs has 
been restricted by the formidable battery of permanent 
laws which inhibit the free flow of information, irrespec- 
tive of whether a state of emergency is in force. The most 
important such provisions are contained in the Police 
Act and the Defence Act.” “The sweeping restrictions of 
the Defence Act, coupled with access to massive secret 
funds, allowed a poisonous cult of secrecy to develop. 
The Police Act and the Defence Act, in silencing or at 
least inhibiting the press in critical areas of national 
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concern, have created an atmosphere in which death 
squads could flourish.” “A searching review is long 
overdue.” 


2 Apr Press Review 
MB0204 130090 


{Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR 


Call for Army To Stop Natal Violence—Referring to the 
violence in Natal Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in 
English on | April in its page 12 editorial says there is a 
“growing belief that only the Army can “restore calm 
and create a climate in which it will be possible to 
address underlying causes.” The Black Sash, the mayor 
of Pietermaritzburg and “even COSATU [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions] support the idea of sending 
in troops.” It is “a far cry from the days when such 
groups were urging the Defence Force to leave the 
townships.” “Given that all other peace-keeping mecha- 
nisms seem to have failed, and that the war shows no 
signs of fizzling out, bringing in the Army is the only 
alternative to anarchy.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


ANC Shows Talks ‘Evasiveness'—**For an organisation 
that claims a commitment to the principle that South 
Africans should talk—rather than shoot—their way out 
of trouble. the ANC [African National Congress] dis- 
plays a remarkable reticence io talk to anybody outside 
its own circle,” notes a page 22 editorial in Johannesburg 
SUNDAY TIMES in English on 1 April. The ANC's 
cancellation of talks with the government and a meeting 
with Inkatha shows “evasiveness” that “does not con- 
form with the image of an organisation that is anxious to 
seck peace and justice.” “This is not a contest, but for the 
moment proponents of talk like “resident De Klerk and 
Chief Buthelezi indubitably hold the initiative. So, it 
seems—sadly—do those within the ANC who refuse to 
acknowledge that the season of violence is over.” 


Privatization Redistributes Wealth—The protestors of 
privatization “argue that the government, having itself 
nationalised essential services for its own benefit, is now 
withdrawing State involvement to prevent a future mul- 
tiracial government inheriting the assests,” declares a 
second editorial on the same page. SUNDAY TIMES 
says this is a “misconception” since the assets “never 
belonged to the government as such; they were the 
property of taxpayers as represented by the State. Thus 
their sale and conversion into cash merely puts a dif- 
ferent, liquid, form of asset into the hands of the citi- 
zenry.” “In this sense, privatisation is actually a means 
of redistributing wealth. And isn’t that what many of the 
protesters are demanding?” 


THE STAR 


ANC Talks Cancellation ‘Setback’—The ANC’s cancel- 
ling of talks with the government is a “setback” for all 
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South Africans, but “it must be seen first of all as a 
setback for the ANC.” remarks Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 2 April in a page 12 editorial. “The 
explanation that the ANC will not talk because of 
apparent further unjust violence by the police may be 
emotionally apr aling to the masses, but it will not wash 
in terms of on ‘nary logic.” THE STAR advises the 
government to “provide an immediate and impartial 
inquiry into the incidents and police actions which, 
understandably, are causing the ANC so much anger.” 
The ANC should “look beyond the tactics of playing on 
emotions and show the strength to return to the talking 
process.” 


Court Decisions on Separate Amenities Welcome— 
“Twice now the Transvaal Supreme Court has struck 
down apartheid by-laws made by local authorities under 
the Separate Amenities Act,” declares a second editorial 
on the same page. “Up until recently that Act was 
thought to confer the widest powers on local councils to 
reserve public amenities exclusively for one race.” Pres- 
ident De Klerk has “already said the Separate Amenities 
Act will be scrapped this year,” but the Supreme Court 
decisions “are welcome reassertions of the judiciary’s 
role in upholding basic justice.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


The ANC is “not being truthful when it attributes the 
suspension of talks to the Sebokeng™ violence observes a 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 2 April. “The ANC remains, despite its 
unbanning, a shadowy organisation of uncertain stature 
and questionable authority, neither sure of its own 
constituency nor able to command the followers whom it 
claims. Where power lies nobody can confidently say, 
but there is evidence to suggest that the critical weight 
may lie not within the ANC itself but in the complex 
network of autonomous organisations that act under its 
banner.” “Until the question of leadership and authority 
within the ANC are clarified, it is optimistic to expect 
the organisation to act in a consistent and predictable 
fashion.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Editor Ken Owen writes on page 10 of Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY the ANC’s suspension of preliminary 
talks with the government on | 1 April was “done on the 
flimsiest pretext: the Sebokeng shootings that claimed 14 
lives (among the hundreds killed since February 2).” 
Owen believes the cancellation “smells of power 
Struggle as does the earlier cancellation of a meeting 
between Nelson Mandela and Chief Buthelezi at a rally 
to try to stop the slaughter in the war between the UDF 
[United Democratic Front] and Inkatha in Natal.” 
“Whether the ANC is uncertain of its strategy, or of its 
leadership, or of its own power base, it is plainly not yet 
ready for constructive negotiations, and it seems to be 
retreating again into the destructive cliches of ‘armed 
struggle’ and mass mobilisation.” Mandela himself “is 
shrinking in stature by the day.’ Owen believes it is “a 
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pity” that Mandela, “a lesser man than he seemed in 
prison,” has chosen “to test white South Africa's strength 
by ‘armed struggle’. Given the disparity of forces, it is a 
battle he cannot win in his lifetime, and he is likely to 
find instead that violence forecloses all options.” 


SOWETAN 


Consistent ANC Responses Needed—Whatever the rea- 
sons for the ANC’s cancellation of the ! 1 April talks with 
the government “the ANC will have to clarify its posi- 
tion and remove the impression that it is not clear on its 
responses to De Klerk’s political initiatives,” says a page 
6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 2 
April. President De Klerk “has been winning interna- 
tional support for his initiatives and will again appear 
the wronged party after the cancellation. It is necessary 
for the liberation movements to decide on a consistent 
response to De Klerk.” 


THE NATAL WITNESS 


State Social Welfare Priority Welcome—Three billion 
rand “is not nearly enough” to redress the disparities and 
inequalities “brought about by years of apartheid,” 
declares a page 8 editorial in Pietermaritzburg THE 
NATAL WITNESS in English on 20 March. But the 
government's social upliftment fund “represents a new 
beginning.” Also, “more important than the size of the 
fund is the signal it sends to the nation: whereas defence 
spending remains relatively high in comparison to 
expenditure on social welfare, there is now a switch in 
priorities from guns to butter.” 


Criticism of Leaders’ Reluctance To Conderan All Vio- 
lence—A second editorial on the same page says the 
“inability of community leaders to stop the current wave 
of unrest in South Africa stems, in part, from their 
reluctance unequivocally to condemn all forms of vio- 
lence. The curiously named ‘Terror’ Lekota, addressing 
an ANC rally, speaks out against ‘undisciplined vio- 
lence’, thereby implying that disciplined violence might 
be acceptable.” 


Encourage Open Schools—Commenting on the possi- 
bility of open schools by 1991 Pietermaritzburg THE 
NATAL WITNESS in English on 26 March says that 
although the plan is “inadequate” its “speedy implemen- 
tation is to be encouraged as the start of a process 
whereby, eventually, all South Africa's children can be a 
valuable asset to the country, thriving on a mental diet 
far more nutritious than the present rage and resent- 
ment.” 


TRANSVALER 


Mandela Loses Grip on ‘Revolutionaries —‘ Nelson 
Mandela and other African National Congress [ANC] 
leaders seem uncomfortable with the accusation that 
their followers do not listen to them,” observes a page 8 
editorial in Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans 
on 27 March. “Natal’s knives and pangas were not 
thrown into the sea: thousands of children are not 
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atteuding schoool: teachers in Soweto, Alexandra. and 
elsewhere have been on strike for some time. even 
though Mandela asked them not to do so: and the 
violence is Continuing to a greater or lesser degree. It is 
becoming a dilemma, because one of the conclusions 
being drawn 1s that the black revolutionaries are gaining 
the upper hand and are playing dangerous games while 
hiding under the cloak of the so-called moderate ANC. It 
is Significant that Mandela spoke about this problem last 
weekend, during a visit to the Eastern Transvaal. But 
what did he say? It was not that the ANC can..ot control 
its supporters, but that the police are unable to stop the 
nationwide killing, which places a question mark over 
the South African Police's impartiality and profession- 
alism.” “It 1s Mandela's right to point out the backlogs 
and abuses among his people. bul turning these into 
points of conflict and rousing emotions will not get 
anyone anywhere. He is merely sowing the seeds of 
further unrest and losing his grip on the revolutionaries.” 


TRANSVALER 


Address Black Community Problems—* Archbishop 
Tutu’s request for the ANC to denounce its ‘struggle’ to 
Start negotiations between blacks and whites is a bit 
late.” asserts a page 10 editorial in TRANSVALER on 
28 March. “His latest stand shows he is awakening to the 
conflict building over the past few weeks.” “In the short 
term, action will have to be taken against rioters, a 
fundamental solution at best. Black community short- 
ages and backlog problems somehow will have to be 
addressed. Getting negotiations underway will require 
considerable effort, not only from the government but 
also from all black leaders.” 


NP ‘Broader Grouping’ Proves ‘Exciting’—* Apartheid. 
color, and other traditional concepts will not remain on 
our political battlefield much longer.” forecasts a page 8 
editorial in TRANSVALER on 29 March. “Out of 
reform’s shocks and tremors the message is becoming 
stronger that South Africans of real democratic convic - 
tions (as Opposed to the principles of African socialism) 
will somehow have to align themselves with groups with 
significant say in decisions over the future dispensation. 
The Democratic Party's [DP] intention to work toward 
such an alliance. as announced this week by Dr. Worrall, 
docs r ot represent any new thinking.” “Proven norms 
are involved, such as the retention of the free market 
system, as opposed to nationalization: freedom of 
speech; the recognition of the rule of law: and freedom of 
religion and culture. An alliance will have more power 
than its Component parties and groups. The question ts 
not why, but how and when. It was announced carlier 
that the National Party [NP] is also preparing itself for a 
broader grouping. This new thinking creates exciting 
possibilities. But time is running out.” 


DIE BURGER 


Opening White Schools ‘Important Milestone’— 
“Government's decision to allow, in principle. black 
pupils to attend white state schools is a daring sicp in a 
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very sensitive field.” points oul a page 12 editorial in 
Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 26 March. 
“Seen in perspective, i supplements already accepted 
principles, such as the creation of free settlement arcas 
and the right to free association.” “The proposed new 
step should be seen as part of ihe developing detente 
politics in the country and as an important milestone in 
creating a new South Africa.” “The road to a future 
dispensation holds some risks and exciting challenges.” 


AWB Involvement With Basters ‘Improper'—“South 
Africa’s far right interfering in the situation with 
Namibia's Rehoboth basters shows its desperation.” says 
a second editorial on the same page. “It 1s improper not 
only to interfere in an independent neighbor's affairs but 
also to use the basters’ leader for its own political gain in 
the Republic.” “AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] 
leader Terreblanche has never campaigned for the rights 
of South Africa’s other population groups, yet now a 
colored leader 1s suddenly an ally and good enough to 
fight alongside.” “A worse degree of cynical oppor- 
tunism is hardly conceivable in the far mght’s racrst 
politics.” 


White “Guards Cannot Go ‘U npunished’—* The nation ts 
threatened when a violent psychosis takes root.” as 
shown by the “alarming incidents at the Orange Free 
State gold mines.” observes a page 16 editorial in DIE 
BURGER on 27 March. “One of the most dangerous 
developments is that some white cxtremists are using 
their self-proclaimed right. among other things. to form 
a force of so-called security guards to preach white 
self-protection and to act as self-appointed prosecutors 
of blacks.” “Such irresponsible politics cannot go unpun- 
ished. The Conservative Party and its allies will learn 
they are only making maticrs worse.” 


Democrats Seem ‘Desperate’ To Take Stand—“The fast 
pace of South Africa's political developments following 
the government's reform initiatives apparently caught 
most political parties off guard. Both the left and the 
right appear desperate.” says a page 18 editorial in Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 28 March. “Yes- 
terday’s DP announcement on its future role is certainly 
one of the most significant signs of such desperation.” 
“We can conclude that the DP leaders are trying to take 
a stand but cannot find one.” 


Apartheid ‘Internationally Abused Word’— Critics of 
South Africa use the word ‘apartheid’ to refer unfavor- 
ably to the government even though it 1s nol government 
policy, as President F.W. de Klerk reaffirmed in the 
House of Assembly yesterday.” notes a second editorial 
on the same page. “Numerous measures undoubtedly 
introduced with good intent have led to such sadness and 
bitterness that ‘apartheid’ has become an internationally 
abused word, often used against South Africa. It ts 
increasingly unfair to lash out at the country with ‘apart- 
heid’ during the move toward a new South Africa. 
Today's Germany, in reasonable circles. 1s no more 
associated with Nazism.” 
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BEELD 


i.S. Plans on ANC Aid Make ‘Good Sense’— 
“Democratic success in East Bloc countries, Nicaragua. 
and Panama. among others, are encouraging the United 
States to rethink its foreign aid policy.” points out a page 
10 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 30 
March. “Israel. Egypt. the Philippines. Turkey. and 
Pakistan receive considerable aid. but now there ts 
strong pressure for Washington to establish democracy 
firmly in Eastern Europe and Central America. This aid 
review als> comes as a pleasant surprise to South Africa. 
Two House of Representatives committees recently 
decided to provide assistance to black local political 
groups only if they foreswore violence. That is good 
news, especially since we doubted the preferential aid 
planned for the ANC. Good sense triumphed: The ANC 
will first have to turn a new page before it qualifies for 
assistance.” 


Natal Forces’ Recognition “Timely, Welcome’'— “The 
pebble in the pool was the Black Sash’s recent request 
that defense force rcwiorcements be sent to act as a 
buffer between Natal’s warring political factions. Since 
then, that pebble has caused welcome ripples, with other 
extraparliamentary groups now recognizing the need for 
the police and defense force to keep peace.” says a 
second editorial on the same page. “This is a timely and 
welcome recognition and a direct result of President 
F.W. de Klerk’s initiatives. Freeing black politics has 
also freed the security forces from the allegations that 
they are merely a tool of the minority and of apartheid. 
Broad consensus on this, together with firm action 
against instigators, can case the path to the negotiation 
table considerably.” 


ANC ‘Young Lions’ Find Mandela ‘Sellout"—"A bit of 
recent Johannesburg graffiti says much about the polit- 
icai dynamics of 1990: Mandela is a Sellout.” claims 
Willie Kuhn in his “Political Beeld” corumn on the same 
page. “Nelson Mandela's position has become highly 
controversial. While the world continues to be full of 
praise for the released ANC leader and a variety of 
instant buoks try to complete the canonization, there is 
also the sibove writing on the wall. Mandela is a sellout, 
a puppet. a traitor to the revolution.” “There are people 
and movements who are using the present unrest as a 
weapon against reform. Others smell a solution and are 
trying to rake in the maximum amount of power. The 
first group claims it is the Pan-Africanist Congress 
[PAC]. which is growing the fastest at the moment. The 
feeling is that Mandela has left the revolution in the 
lurch and is prepared to accept a solution that does not 
give blacks sole power. His statements, which to some 
whites sound dangerous and provocative, have. to the 
real young lions of black power, become tame, concilia- 
tory. and a sellout, hence the graffiti on the wall and in 
the hearts of many blacks. The fact is that Mandela can 
no longer handle these people.” “The ANC apparently 
can no longer outbid the PAC in black radicalism.” “The 
ANC will eventually have to decide whether it wants to 
start a second revolution worse than the threats (and 
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deeds) of c:rtain black power people or follow the 
middle path.” “Moderaics must try to appreciate ithe 
Mandela dilemma. because if his faction becomes irapo- 
tent, we will come face to face with the Mugabes of South 
Africa, those who dump the oppos:tion into coffins.” 


RAPPORT 


White "Vigilante Groups’ Prove ‘Disturbing’—"When the 
government announced its far reaching political steps on 
2 February. observers warned black unrest would 
increase,” recalls a page 18 cditorial in Johannesburg 
RAPPORT in Afrikaans on | April. “South Africa's 
black unrest 1s increasing to such serious proportions 
that one has to consider whether i 1s not already posing 
a threat to the negotiation process and to the difficult 
process of drawing up a Constitution. The disturbing 
aspect of it all is that black political leaders apparently 
have little control over the violence. Calls for peace by 
leaders like Nelson Mandela and others have thus far 
fallen cn deaf ears, and one wonders who will be abic to 
represent the black masses at the negotiating table. 
Unfortunately, black unrest is also fanning white fears 
and right wing paranoia. Some convinced themselves 
long ago that a bloodbath lics ahead for the country, see 
their prophecies fulfilled in the latest unrest. and are 
forming vigilante groups bent on taking the law into their 
own hands. This phenomenon is clearly the most dis- 
turbing development in many years in white politics and 
could possibly be the proverbial spark that sets off the 
powder keg. together with our last hope for a peaceful 
settlement in the country. On leaders. both black and 
white, there rests the heavy responsibility of persuading 
their followers to remain calm and to abide by the law.” 


RAPPORT 


Prevent ‘Chaos’, Scrap Group Areas Act—“Must the 
scrapping of the Group Areas Act be delayed until it has 
to be tackled at the negotiating table?” asks columnist 
Anne-Marie Mischke on page 18 of RAPPORT. “This is 
a question NP MPs have been wrestling with since the 
beginning of the year.” “It's no secret that the act has 
long been a problem facing the NP. as shown at many NP 
congresses.” “A significant group in the NP believes it 
won't be long before negotiations get underway. There 
should be no time wasted on a law that is so offensive to 
so many people. Such an act will keep people away from 
negotiations.” “Those NP MPs who disagree believe 
something must be retained for negotiation, otherwise 
the party wil! by then have nothing left with which to 
bargain.” “But their opponents and the Urban Founda- 
tion believe that what has to be done must be done soon. 
The Foundation argues that the Group Areas Act will be 
a stumbling block on the road to negotiation.” “It 
believes there is much more at stake than merely the 
need to provide housing. Far reaching urban planning on 
the housing shortage is necessary, and for that to succeed 
the Group Areas Act must go. because it has already 
badly distorted living patterns and infrastructure.” “The 
Foundation calls for new structures for local authorities. 
Their borders must be functional, not based on race. 
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They must reflect the economic and social integration 
and interdependence of South African cities.” “It's truc 
the Foundation’s approach does not consider white fears 
and makes no provision for communities that wish to 
main seyaratc. It may differ with the NP on these 
points, but rather than take a stand against the Founda- 
tion, all interested parties would benefit from talking to 
the organization.” “Hopefully, when it begins to provide 
more details of how future urban planning can be 
approached, the baby will not be thrown out with the 
bath water over possible political differences. Everything 
possible must be done to save the cities from chaos.” 


Police Issue Unrest Report for 30 Mar-2 Apr 


Mf BO 304084790 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
O831 GMT 3 Apr 90 


[Text] Pretoria April 3} SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police Public Relations division report on unrest-related 
incidents throughout the country: 


The following unrest-related incidents which occurred 
between March 30 and April | were reported to this 
office on Tuesday. In respect to the deaths reported, in 
most instances the bodies were found a day or two after 
the persons concerned were killed. In other cases. inci- 
dents were reported late to the police. 


At KwaKwatsi (Koppies) a large group of blacks 
marched from KwaKwatsi to Koppies. When the group 
entered Koppies, they were stopped by the police and 
warned to disperse. The mob ignored the police and 
began to sing. dance and throw stones at the police. 
Tearsmoke and birdshot were used to disperse the mob 
and |! people were injured. Twenty four people were 
arrested on a charge of public violence. 


At Mehlomnyama (near Port Shepstone). police found 
the bodies of two black men with stab wounds. 


At KwaMakutha (near Amanzimtoti) a black man was 
attacked and stabbed to death. At KwaMbonambi (near 
Empangeni) two stone-throwing incidents were reported 
in which twe private vehicles were badly damaged. 


At Table Mountain (Natal) police found the bodies of 
two black men. Two other men were wounded. Both had 
stab wounds. 


At Clifdale industrial area (Hammarsdalc). a group of 
blacks sought shelter from a »roup of men who were 
pursuing them. However, their attackers found them and 
a number of shots were fired. Three men were killed. 


At Imbali (Pietermaritzburg) a black man was attacked 
and killed. In another incident in the area. a private 
dwelling was extensively damaged in a petrol-bomb 
attack. 


At Betania (near Murchison), Natal, police found the 
charred body of a black man. 
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Al Murchison (near Port Shepstonc). police found the 
chared body of a black man. 


At Magoweni (Tongaat) a large mob of blacks sect fire to 
some 30 huts. Police used shotgun fire to disperse the 
mob. Three men were reported to have been injured. 


The following unrest-related mecidents were reported 
during the past 24 hours: 


At Dithong (Olifantshock) serious damage was caused 
when a mob stoned police vehicles. Birdshot was used to 
disperse the stone-throwers. No myurics were reported. 


At Thapaleng (Van Stadensrus) a large mob gathered and 
ignored police warnings to disperse. Tcarsmoke was «sed 
to disperse the mob and six men were arrested. 


Al Korsten (Port Elizabeth) a group of blacks gathered in 
front of a shop. A poster was pul up stating thal people 
should not do business at the shop in question. Police 
warned the group to disperse. The group only complied 
after two men were arrested. 


At Sweetwaicrs (Natal) police found the decapitated 
body of a 22-year-old special constable. The member's 
shotgun was missing. In another incident in the areca, a 
house was extensively damaged by arsonists. 


At Mpumuza (Natal) two groups clashed. Afier the 
groups dispersed. the body of a 38-ycar-old man was 
found. 


Tutu Cancels U.S. Visit Due to Natal Violence 


1483003193090 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 
1926 GMT 30 Mar 9 


[Text] Cape Town, March 30, SAPA—Archbishop Des- 
mond Tutu has cancelled a visit to the United States as 
a result of the violence in Natal. 


His office on Friday informed a number of organisations 
which he and Mrs. Tutu had been due to address next 
week they would be unable to travel to the U.S. 


They were in Nairobi for a meeting of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches thys week and were to have 
continued to Boston on Saturday [31 March]. a state- 
ment from the archbishop’s office said on Friday night. 


However, the archbishop will now return to South 
Africa. He and Mrs. Tutu had been due to address the 
Council on Foundations in Boston on Sunday and 
Monday, and Archbishop Tutu was to have taken part in 
a mecting of the board of overseers of Harvard Univer- 
sity on Sunday. 


The archbishop was also duc to be one of the guest 
speakers at the Annual Convention of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editor (ASNE) in Washington 
DA 


Cancelling the appointment, the archbishop’s office told 
the ASME it was with “very deep regret” that the step 
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was taken. lt was noted that at least 36 people were 
reported to have been killed in Natal in the last three 
days and that church leaders had resolved on Thursday 
to intensify peace efforts. 


It was “impossible for the archbishop to stay away from 
the country at this time.” the cancellation letter said. 


Commentary Assesses De Klerk-Baker Talks 


MB2603 143890 Johannesburg international Service 
in Engish 1150 GMT 26 Mar 90 


(Station commentary} 


[Text] Following his hectic round of talks with African 
and other political leaders in Windhock, South African 
President F.W. de Klerk’s meeting with American Sec- 
retary of State Mr. James Baker in Cape Town is equally 
significant. 


lt 1s high time that a senior official of the American 
government met the new leader of South Africa to hear 
personally of his plans. 


The meeting between President de Klerk and Mr. Baker 
was significant in another aspect as well. It was a clear 
signal to the African National Congress [ANC] that it is 
not going to have it all its own way and call all the shots. 


ANC Deputy President Nels Mandela did his best to 
prevent Mr. Baker from meeting Mr. de Klerk, and a 
senior member of the ANC lesdership. Mr. Govan 
Mbcki. clashed with Mr. Baker on the usefulness of his 
visit. 


Mr. Baker pui both men very firmly in their places. Ala 
mecting with Mr. Maldela in Windhoek, Mr. Baker 
disagreed with him that there had been no fundamental 
change in South Africa. Mr. Baker told him that there 
had been progress in the process away from apartheid 
and it was important for the United States to encourage 
that process. He said much the same thing to Mr. Mbcki. 


His mecting with Mr. de Klerk should not be seen as 
rewarding the South African Government for the steps it 
has taken but of using whatever influence it might have 
to encourage South Africa to continue dismantling apart- 
heid and moving towards a nonracial, multiparty democ- 
racy. 


Last weck presented South Africa with an unprecedented 
opportunity to convince the international community, 
by exposing President de Klerk to close scrutiny, that 
reform is real, and that the process ts irreversible, and 
that the purpose is to create a democracy in the Western 
mold. 


To the extent that President de Klerk has persuaded the 
diplomatic throng in Windhoek and Cape Town that he 
iS in earnest and that he has the skill and the will to 
create a new capitalist and free South Africa. the ANC ts 
dimished, even marginalized. 
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A South African president who is seen to be determined 
to create a new South Africa ts a far better bet for the 
capitalist West than the ANC. which ts still blindly 
following Marxist ideology. 


Soviets’ ‘Flood of Inquiries’ on Immigration 
MB2403103990 Johanneshure SATURDAY STAR 
in English 24 Mar 90 p 3 


[By Sue Leeman] 


[Text] London—Soviet citizens are queucing up to emi- 
grate to South Africa. The legation in Helsinki, the 
closest contact point, reports a flood of inquiries in 
February. 


A spokesman said that since the start of February there 
had been 1.100 written inquiries “and about 10 tele- 
phonic inquiries every day”—a dramatic increase on 
January's 15 written inquiries. 


Most people indicated that they were tired of living 
under the communist system, he said. The inquiries 
came from all over the Sovict Union, including a number 
from Moscow. Those applying ranged from labourers to 


professional people. 


The marked increase in applications can be linked to 
developments inside South Africa and the wide publicity 
they received. These include President de Klerk’s 
announcement on February 2 of the unbanning of the 
ANC [African National Congress]. the partial relaxation 
of the state of emergency and the lifting of most Press 
curbs, and to Mr Nelson Mandela's release from prison 
on February 11. 


The legation spokesman said all of the inquiries were 
unsolicited. Despite some reports to the contrary the 
legation had not had a recruiting drive. 


Those who would be allowed to move to South Africa 
would be those whose skills were needed there and who 
had an offer of work, he said. 


“There is an initial selection process. If we have enough 
of a particular kind of worker we don't pursue a person's 
case any further. But if we can use them we send them 
the relevant forms. All applications are referred to head 
office in Pretoria.” 


‘Permanent Missions’ To Open in Hungary 


MB3 103062990 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0800 GMT 31 Mar ;90 


[Text] South Africa and Hungary have agreed to esteb- 
lish permanent missions in cach other's countries. A 
foreign affairs spokesman pointed out that although this 
did noi amount to relations at full diplomatic level, the 
ties would be at higher than consular level. 


This had been agreed to at the request of the Hungarian 
Government. 
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The minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Pik Botha, visited 
Hungary early in January and met members of the 
opposition, who have subsequently been elected to 
power. 


Trade Links Possible 


MB2903 113090 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 29 Mar 90 p 1 


[By Billy Paddock] 


[Text] Trade and consular links with Hungary could be 
established within a month, diplomatic sources said 
yesterday. 


This follows high-level talks between the SA and Hiun- 
garian governments since Foreign Minister Pik Botha’s 
visit to Eastern Europe in January. 


The diplomatic sources said talks had reached an 
advanced stage. But the Foreign Affairs Department 
would not provide any details yesterday. 


Approached for comment yesterday, Botha said: “Our 
relations will naturally depend on the completion of the 
election procedure (in Hungary). In the light of this | 
prefer to withhold comment on the matter at this stage.” 


Botha said that when he visited Hungary he met Miklos 
Szabo of the Free Democrats and Geza Zeszenszky of the 
Democratic Forum, the two centrist parties which were 
clear winners of the country’s first multi-party elections 
for 40 years at the weekend. 


“Both displayed an understanding of the complexity of 
the SA situation and my impression was that they would 
welcome closer contract with SA,” he said. 


On Monday a leading Hungarian diplomat visiting SA 
called for formal links between the two countries. For- 
eign Affairs deputy director-general Istvan Foldesi said it 
was highly desirable for his country to have formal 
relations with SA. Speaking at a conference on Eastern 
Europe he invited SA businessmen to visit Hungary. 


Hungary holds two rounds of elections—the first was 
completed on Sunday and ‘he final elections will take 
place on April 8. 


Pik Botha Addresses Symposium on Eastern Europe 


MB2603110490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1101 GMT 26 Mar 90 


[Text] Johannesburg March 26 SAPA—It was essential 
for South Africa to break through its isolation and into 
the world community, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Pik Botha, said on Monday [26 March], SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news reports. 


Addressing an international symposium in Johannes- 
burg on Eastern Europe, Mr. Botha said developments in 
Eastern Europe had created new opportunities for South 
African businessmen. However, all political leaders in 
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South Africa would have to ensure that the country’s 
political and economic systems were designed in such 3 
way that they promoted prosperity. 


He said that although the season of apartheid and 
discrimination was Over, so was the season of socialism, 
nationalisation and one-party states. 


Equal opportunity had to be ensured in South Africa and 
there should be no domination in any form. 


In reply to a question, Mr. Botha said the government 
wished to make it easier for foreigners with technical 
skills to settle in South Africa without jeopardising the 
jobs of South Africans. 


Those coming to South Africa with such skills would 
have the effect of creating more jobs for the black people 
of this country. 


Also speaking at the symposium, the well-known polit- 
ical consultant, Dr. Jan du Plessis, outlined the dramatic 
failures of socialism 11: Eastern Europe and in the Soviet 
Union. 


He said events in these countries were removing the 
focus of international attention from Africa. The conti- 
nent, he said, was facing total economic collapse. This 
meant South Africa could not “sell herself to Europe as 
part of the Organisation of African Unity. 


South Africa remained a highly-valued and reliable 
source of minerals to Europe. Power politics, he 
declared, was rapidly becoming something of the past. 
African states could no longer indulge in the game of 
power politics with South Africa because the required 
back-up from the communist states was disappearing. 


South Africa’s relations with Africa would increasingly 
be focused on economic links. 


Dr. du Plessis said the evils of socialism would be 
strongly and repeatedly emphasised in South africa. 
Socialism encouraged people to vote but did nothing to 
feed them and had therefore been generally discredited 
in the world. 


Commentary on Eastern Europe Conference 


MB2803 160490 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1150 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Station commentary: “An East European Conference in 
South Africa”] 


[Text] The fact that an East European conference should 
be held in South Africa is significant from several points 
of view. 


The countries of Eastern Europe and South Africa are all 
emerging from restrictive policies of the past into a new 
era of political and economic freedom. South Africa is a 
country of many nations. Among its population are 
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nationals whose ancestors came from East Germany, 
Hungary and Poland. These ties can only become 
stronger in the years ahead. 


Opening the conference in Johannesburg this week, 
South African Foreign Minister Mr. Pik Botha said there 
was no doubt that the events in Eastern Europe would 
have a direct effect on South Africa, southern Africa and 
the rest of Africa. The sociopolitical and economic 
changes currently transforming Central Europe, he said, 
had created opportunities for other countries, including 
South Africa, to do business with it. In many ways, South 
Africa was better placed to trade with Central Europe 
than many technologically advanced Western nations 
because of South Africa’s first and Third World eco- 
nomic system. 


Hungarian Government official Dr. Istvan Foldesi told 
the conference it was highly desirable for Hungary to 
have formal cortact with South Africa to foster business 
and other ties, and to assist the Hungarian community in 
South Africa. Prejudice and stereotypes had to be put 
aside, and with South Africa, new terms should be used 
because of the changes that had occurred in the country. 
It is internationally recognized that South Africa is on 
the right track now, and I don’t think Central Europe 
should withhold contact with South Africa, he said. 


Certainly, the people of Central Europe have shown 
immense interest in South Africa, even to the extent of 
thinking about settling in the country. An official of the 
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Department of Foreign Affairs in Pretoria has confirmed 
that up to 3,000 inquiries a day have been handled by 
embassy staff in Europe. It can be expected that a fair 
percentage of these people will ultimately decide to start 
a new life in the new South Africa. 


Possible European ‘Encouragement’ Noted 


MB2403 101490 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 24 Mar 90 


[Text] At talks in Paris, President Francois Mitterrand, 
of France, and the prime minister of Portugal, Mr. 
Anibal Cavaco Silva, have agreed that the South African 
Government deserves a gesture of encouragement for its 
recent reform initiatives. 


Portugal had indicated before that it was willing to ease 
sanctions adopted by the European Community against 
South Africa. 


President Mitterrand, who in the past had opposed 
proposals to relax European sanctions against South 
Africa, said that the issue would be raised when leaders 
of the 12 European Community countries met in Dublin, 
Ireland next month. 


At their talks, the two leaders also discussed the ramifi- 
cations of German reunification for the rest of Europe 
and the present conflict over the attempt by Lithuania to 
secede from the Soviet Union. 
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Angola 


FAPLA Reports UNITA’s 24-27 Mar Actions 


MB3103053090 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Text] The FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola] General Staff revealed in Luanda 
today that the UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] puppet group continues to 
mount its terrorist actions against defenseless people. 


From 24-27 March, UNITA attacked Cajala village, in 
Benguela Province, and Gabela, in Cuanza Sul, killing 25 
civilians, kidnapping five others, and destroying seven 
houses and two civilian vehicles. In retaliation to these 
enemy actions, FAPLA killed six terrorists, took one 
prisoner, and captured 140 81mm mortar grenades, 
three weapons, and disabled 24 antitank mines. These 
actions centered in Mavinga, (Catacombe), and Cach- 
ingues. 


FAP] A forces suffered one dead and one wounded. 


UNITA Downs Two Planes in Bie Province 


MB3103053390 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Excerpt] A CASA aircraft, which crashed 27 March 90 
km west of Cuito, Bie Province, was shot down by the 
UNITA [National Union for the Total independence of 


Angola] puppet gang. 


The ANGOLAN NEWS AGENCY (learned) this from 
a source close to the FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola] General Staff. 


The same source also reported the aircraft, belonging to 
the Angolan Airlines, had been hired by Huambo pro- 
vincial commussariat for the interregional transportation 
of passengers and freight. 


Meanwhile, UNITA claimed in Lisbon yesterday that it 
shot down a military transport plane in Bie, killing 25 
people including the crew. 


Reacting to UNITA’s communique, a Portuguese source 
said that it was ridiculous to confuse so-called war 
materiel with boxes of tools. 


The FAPLA General Staff (?pointed out) that the plane 
was Carrying peaceful Angolan and Portuguese workers 
belonging to (Entraco) and Tecnocarro [Portuguese 
vehicle technical maintenance company] companies and 
not troops, as UNITA tried to portray in its commu- 
nique distributed in Lisbon. [passage omitted] 


Denies Shooting Down Civilian Plane 


L.D3003212790 Lishon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2000 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Text] In a communique issued in Lisbon, UNITA 
[ National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
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denies shooting down the Angolan civilian plane in 
whose crash 25 people died, among them two Portuguese 
cooperation workers. 


The Angolan rebels state that on the 27th of this month 
their forces shot down a military aircraft carrying war 
equipment and troops to reinforce government units in 
Huambo Province. However, they reject Luanda’s 
charges concerning a civilian plane which crashed on the 
same day and in the same area. 


The UNITA communique further states that all 46 
people on board the military plane it shot down were 
killed, and there were no civilians among them. 


Claims Mavinga Supply Convoy Destroyed 


MB0104064490 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 0600 GMT 1 Apr 90 


{Text] Jamba, Sunday, April !—The destruction of 
almost two dozen supply vehicles by UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] forces last 
Wednesday had dealt another devastating blow to the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] regime's efforts to try and supply its military 
units presently under tight seige in the Mavinga area. 


Well informed military sources told KUP in Mavinga 
that the destruction of twenty-one (21) vehicles, 
including a fuel tanker, carrying badly needed supplies 
for the strangled MPLA troops engaged in the current 
Soviet-backed offensive against the UNITA-held town of 
Mavinga represents a loss of about a quarter of the entire 
convoy. Three BMP-| armored assault cars were also 
destroyed in the sttack on the MPLA military convoy at 
Hube, which is in the carly stages of its hazardous trek to 
the Mavinga front. 


The convoy has been forced to halt following the attack. 


Since the beginning of the military offensive against 
Mavinga, the Luanda regime has been finding it increas- 
ingly difficult to resupply its beleagured units at the 
Mavinga front from the southeast Angolan town of Curto 
Cuanavale. 


Previous attempts to do so have all ended in disaster. 
with most of the supply vehicles being destroyed in 
UNITA ambushes and artillery shellings. The situation 
has given rise to widespread starvation which in turn ts 
leading to desertions among demoralised MPLA troops. 


FALA Reports 1 Apr Military Situation 
MB0204062390 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Central 
and Southern Africa OS11 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Political and military situation report” at 1900 GMT 
on | April—read by announcer] 


[Text] |. The 4th Tactical Group's column continues to 
move toward the Mavinga front but tt also continues to 
come under intense attack. 
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Our forces destroyed another five BMP-I's, one T-55 
tank, and four cargo vehicles between the Vimpulo and 
Mienei Rivers from 31 March to | April. 


2. Our forces ambushed an enemy column between 
Camacupa and Catabola from 1335 [1235 GMT] to 
1400 on 31 March, destroyed five vehicles, confirmed 
killing 20 FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liber- 
ation of Angola] soldiers, and captured 12 AKM 
weapons and 743 rounds of assorted ammunition. 


3. Our forces attacked and took the enemy's Cuima 
barracks, west of Huambo. at 0530 on | April. The 
results of that operation will be detailed in the next 
political and military situation report. 


4. The FALA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] will continue their armed struggle until the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] permits a political climate leading to freedom 
and democracy. 


[Issued] Office of the chief of general staff, | April 1990 
[Signed] Colonel Zacarias Mundombe, deputy military 
intelligence chief 


UNITA Urges MPLA to Hold Discussions 


LD0204210790 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2100 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] has reaffirmed its willingness to nego- 
tiate with the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liber- 
ation of Angola] without preconditions. It said that 
President Mobuto of Zaire is still the best person to lead 
the mediation efforts. 


In its communique, the UNITA political bureau thanks 
the United States for its quick and efficient aid and 
warns the Cubans not to prolong their stay in Angola. 
UNITA tells the MPLA to either hold discussions or 
suffer defeat throughout the country. It says that its 
proposal is for direct talks between the two sides. 


[Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese at 2300 GMT 
on 2 April broadcasts a similar report on the UNITA 
comminique on talks with the MPLA. The Lisbon 
Domestic 2300 GMT report adds the following: “The 
communique also says that the war in Angola will take 
on a greater dimension now and that UNITA will 
particularly be operating in the Luanda region to prove 
that it has the capacity to operate throughout Angolan 
territory.”’] 


* Mounting Accusations of Chemical Warfare 
Noted 


34000529B Johannesburg THE STAR 
in English 2 Mar 90 p 11 


[Report by Joao Santa Rita: ““Something Unconven- 
tional’ Takes Its Toll in Angola”; first paragraph news- 
paper comment] 
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[Text] Allegations that government troops in Angola are 
using chemical weapons are not new. But following the 
new government offensive against the town of Mavinga 
the accusations have been mounting. 


Likwa (South-ceastern Angola}—Rodrigo Sambatele (16) 
was walking out of his bush classroom near Mavinga 
earlier this month when the fighter-bomber dropped its 
lethal cargo. 


“It did not sound so much like a bomb. More like a 
bucket of water falling on the ground,” he recalled. 


The teenager could not remember much else as shortly 
afterwards he was overcome by fumes. 


What he did not forget, however, was the thick black 
smoke that came out of the bomb. 


“It smelt like peri-peri,” he said. 


Rodrigo Sambatele was lucky. He was pulled out of the 
area and taken to a Unita [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] hospital where a few weeks 
afier the bombing he still has a tight chest, difficulty in 
breathing and spells of dizziness. His brother did not 
survive. 


The young Unita student is one of the many victims of 
what the rebel movement describes as chemical war- 
fare—an allegation the Angolan government denies and 
to which the international community is largely indif- 
ferent. 


Last week an international team of doctors spent some 
time in Unita-held areas to verify the claims, accompa- 
nied by several foreign journalists. 


The doctors were unanimous in considering that some- 
thing unconventional had been used. But, they said, it 
would be difficult at this stage to say precisely what ti 
was. 


Professor A. Heyndrickx of Belgium is sure that a new 
type of chemical weapon is being used. Considered an 
expert on the field of chemical warfare, the professor is, 
however, a controversial figure in the Belgian academic 
world. His strong anti-communist feelings are said to 
have sometimes made him jump to conclusions without 
scientific proof. 


About two years ago he first raised the question of 
chemical weapons being used in Angola—but the matter 
was quickly forgotten. This was not only due to lack of 
sufficient proof but also because of the professor's cre- 
dentials. Unita has stuck to the professor's disputed facts 
as proof that the other side is using chemical warfare. 


However, to his credit, Professor Heyndrickx travelled 
to Moscow with his findings. There he was candidly told 
that indeed the type of bomb he suspected the Angolan 
army of using had been supplied by the Soviets. 
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The Soviets told him the bomb was not a chemical 
weapon as it did not fall within the definition established 
by the 1925 Geneva Convention on chemical warfare. 


“They said it was an incendiary bomb.” Professor Hey- 
ndrickx said. 


“The problem is that the products they add to the bomb 
provoke the poisonous chemical reaction which kills 
people. There is an urgent need to redefine the Geneva 
Convention on chemical warfare to prevent this type of 
situation,” he said. 


This time he came back with a larger team of experts, 
most not linked academically to him. 


And even though the rest of the team was convinced 
further research was needed, there was clear unanimity 
that “something unconventional” had indeed been used. 


Evelyn Le Chene, an independent British researcher who 
was also in Angola, said it seemed whatever was used in 
the bombs affected the nervous system. 


While the experts might be uncertain about the nature of 
the bombs, the soldiers on the ground have no doubt that 
chemical or poisonous gases are being used. Soldiers 
were seen to put small pieces of towel around their belts 
in the pathetic belief that if the bombs were dropped 
these could be used to protect their mouths and noses. 


At the hospital outside Likwa, Unita soldier Alberto 
Campas (26) will never remember what happened on 
February 18 at the Mavinga front. 


Campas sits in « chair while the doctors examine him. 
He cannot talk and has lost sensitivity in his feet, legs 
and hands. He has difficulty in swallowing and 
breathing. His eyes roll back constantly, he has almost 
entirely lost his hearing. Part of his hair has fallen out. 


There is no way of healing the damage to his central 
nervous system. “He is a vegetable.” said one of the 
doctors. 


* UNITA Makes Profit From Diamond 
Production 


34000492 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 28 Feh 90 p § 


[Text] Luanda—In deepest war-torn Angola, diamonds 
are still picked from the earth. 


Most, according to UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] diamond expert Maj 
Diaz Vasconcelez, are still carried through the bush on 
porters’ backs. But, in reality, the porters wear military 
uniforms and the diamonds are mined to finance a brutal 
civil war. 


UNITA rebels have vastly increased diamond produc- 
tion over the past few years, says Vasconcelez, 1s he 
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stands over a table spread with 8,000 carats of uncut 
diamonds, valued at $2.5m. They are a small part of last 
year’s take. 


The 1989 total will be 45,000 carats, or about $14m, he 
Says. 


Five years ago, the rebels received only $4m for their 
diamonds. Now UNITA runs a more sophisticated oper- 
ation. In time UNITA could be self-sufficient, but is still 
thankful for the $50m cash it received last year from the 
US. 


The size of rebel diamond profits will not comfort the 
Marxist Angolan government, which has been fighting 
UNITA for 15 years. 


Next year, Vasconcelez estimates, UNITA will triple the 
value of its production to $42m—a result of bigger 
mines, more manpower, and continued prospecting. 


“Diamonds are playing the biggest role in our own 
contribution to the war,” says UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi. “We get most of them from trading with the 
local population.” 


UNITA gives the locals radios, clothing and “things they 
need” in exchange. 


Vasconcelez is an Angolan, trained for two years in 
Canada and three years in London. His tiny office in 
Jamba is fitted with electronic scales, magnifying glasses, 
prospecting maps and sorting tools. He estimates the 
value of each stone and prepares it for the European 
market in accordance with international standards. 


Crude 


The major has already trained 36 Angolans as geologists. 
Four of them can estimate a diamond's value. 


“We have no smuggling problems because our people are 
not exposed to the world and have no market to sell them 
to,’ the major says. 


UNITA operates both river and open-pit mines, some in 
the south-eastern third of Angola which UNITA con- 
trols, and others in nominally government-held areas. 
The techniques are crude but productive. 


“At the moment UNITA does not have enough equip- 
ment,’ Vasconcelez says. The rebels operate three 
dammed-river sites in the area, each with about 350 
workers. 


Seven open-pit mines are also under excavation. 


The diamonds are carried back to Jamba by porters. But 
UNITA appears to have few security problems com- 
pared with governmeiit mines, which have been plagued 
by smuggling. 
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UNITA’s link to European markets is SA [South 
Africa]’s De Beers company which, ironically, worked 
with the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola] until 1985. 


UNITA diamonds fetch from $80 a carat for low quality 
industrial diamonds to $5,000 a carat for the best stones. 
In 1989, the rebels averaged $310 a carat. 


According to Savimbi, for a guerrilla army with an 
annual budget of $60m that is no small change. If 
anything, it guarantees their survival —SUNDAY 
TELEGRAPH. 


Mauritius 


* Plans To Broaden Off-shore Activities Reported 


340004974 Dubayy GULF NEWS 
in English 28 Feb 90 p 14 


[Text] Port Louis (Reuter}—The Indian Ocean island of 
Mauritius, hoping to become a financial centre for 
Africa, has announced plans to broaden the range of its 
offshore financial activities. Finance Minister Vishnu 
Lutchmeenaraidoo told reporters yesterday ihe govern- 
ment was preparing legislation which would open up 
offshore facilities for portfolio management companies, 
insurance firms, wealth management companies and 
international trade specialists. 


Central Bank Governor Indur Ramphul was drawing up 
a bill which would be put before parliament in April, he 
added. 


Mauritius issued a first round of licences to offshor- 
banks last year. Lutchmeenaraidoo said the enhanced 
facilities were aimed at persuading Japanese and other 
Asian firms to use the island as a gateway for doing 
business with Africa. He said he had promoted this idea 
on a tour of Hong Kong, Japan and Singapore and had 
received several enquiries. 


“We have told them (the Japanese) they can’t be absent 
from Mauritius, from Africa. And their presence in 
Africa can and must pass through Mauritius, the gateway 
to Africa,” he said. 


Lutchmeenaraidoo stressed that the planned offshore 
centre would not be just a tax haven and he insisted that 
it would not become a channel for laundering drug 
money either. 


“We want a credible offshore centre, serious and profes- 
sional. Mauritius is not going to sell off to any institution 
that wants to do business here,” he added. 


* Abu Dhabi To Transfer Oil Refinery 


QVEF0307A4 Port Louis LE MAURICIEN 
in French 1 Mar 90 pp 1, 8 


[Article by Jacques David: “Oil Refinery T > Be Installed 
on Mauritius”] 
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[Text] Petrodollars are coming to Mauritius. It's more 
than a dream. The project was discussed several times 
last year by Clarel Malherbe, the minister responsible for 
this sector, who confirmed in an interview with LE 
MAURICIEN last Saturday that the deal would be 
finalized in the next few months. The government now 
has before it the complete file on the oil refinery, and it 
was learned that Sir Anerood Jugnauth’s government is 
considering two options for the site of the facility: 
Agalega and Saint Brandon. It is generally agreed that 
the isle of Agalega would be the better site, but nothing 
has been decided pending a green light from the experts. 


The current decade will witness a profound transforma- 
tion of Mauritius with installation of the Arab oil 
refinery, a project requiring an investment of 30 billion 
rupees. The multinationals have fallen all over them- 
selves to get a piece of the action, because of the 
considerable petroleum “manna” it is expected to yield. 
Various reports relating to the impact on pollution, 
weather patterns, and acrial and maritime communica- 
tions have been submitted to the government, which will 
make the final decision after due consideration and 
discussions at every level. So far, however, no one in the 
government wants to say much about it, because of the 
vast scope of the project. 


Information gleaned thus far, particularly in light of 
Malherbe’s statement to LE MAURICIEN Saturday that 
the “file on the petroleum case is finally ready,” indi- 
cates that the Jugnauth government ts betting that instal- 
lation of the refinery in Mauritius will have a very 
positive impact on the country in years to come. Also, 
word is getting out that Jugnauth believes this triumph 
will given him an advantage over his political adver- 
saries when he calls elections in 1992. According to our 
sources, one of Abu Dhabi's oil terminals/refineries will 
be relocated to one of our islands (Agalega or Saint 
Brandon), and the relocation could be completed within 
two years. If an entire new refinery had to be con- 
structed, builders would theoretically need at least four 
years. 


The government decided to spend as much time as 
necessary on this project, first of all because of its scope. 
but also because of the many environmental problems it 
could pose. The various reports submitted to date have 
demonstrated the viability of the project, which involves 
construction of a pier in deep water, miscellaneous 
buildings, a landing strip, and even a meteorological 
station. The experts have guaranteed the project will 
pose no pollution problems for Mauritius. Saint 
Brandon and Agalega are 935 kilometers from here. 


Once work begins on the oil refinery construction site at 
one of the two islands, an integrated steelmaking plant 
will have to be built to manufacture galvanized pipes, 
and studies on this project are also described as “well- 
advanced.” We have learned that the equipment for the 
steelworks will be manufactured on Mauritius and then 
transported to the island chosen as the site for the oil 
refinery. 
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If there is one member of the cabinet who must really be 
“keeping his fingers crossed,” it is doubtless Malherbe, 
who for several months now has been watching over 
every detail in the case. At a conference on | | November 
1989 he said that “in the course of the coming year, 
people are going to start talking a great deal about 
Mauritius again. While we are not staking everything on 
this one project, we do believe that Mauritius is going to 
become an industrial giant in this part of the world 
because of the investment it will bring....” 


* Morvan on Presence of Drugs, ADSU Response 


YOEF0307D Port Louis L’EXPRESS 
in French 15 Feb 90 p 3 


[Interview with Mr. Cyril Morvan, head of the Antidrug 
Smuggling Unit, by Bernard Saminaden: “Morvan Says 
There’s No Miracle Cure for Drug Problem”: date and 
place not given] 


[Text] Mr. Cyril Morvan, director of the Antidrug Smug- 
gling Unit [ADSU]. who just returned from a trip to 
Vienna to attend a high-level international conference 
on drugs, said in an interview with L°EXPRESS that 
“brown sugar” had started to reappear on Mauritius. 


Later he said that his men were already hot on the trail of 
the brown sugar importers and right now the situation is 
not as alarming as it was in 1986. 


Commenting on allegations that journalists are at the 
mercy of the drug lords, Mr. Morvan said, “I do not 
think the drug lords have quite reached that point.” 


During the brief interview, Mr. Morvan said that there is 
no miracle cure to eradicate the scourge of drugs, but 
everyone must keep up the fight. 


{L’EXPRESS] Mr. Morvan, do you think the drug lords 
have infiltrated the Mauritian press, even going so far as 
to tell journalists what to write? 


[Morvan] Personally, in my position at the ADSU, | am 
not aware of such information. | do not think, in any 
case, that the drug lords have quite reached that point. 


Rumors 


[L’EXPRESS] Some rumors going around the country 
have it that the use of brown sugar in Mauritius has been 
increasing for some time? 


[Morvan] It is a fact that there was a fresh outbreak of 
brown sugar in Mauritius, but it was of short duration. It 
is not as alarming as it was in 1986. Since the beginning 
of the year our men have arrested several sellers and 
users of the drug. I can tell you that the situation is under 
control, but | must also caution that we're not going to be 
able to eliminate the drug problem completely. 


[L"EXPRESS] Some people suspect your men of recy- 
cling seized drugs and putting them back on the market. 
What do you have to say to those allegations? 
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[Morvan] When drugs are introduced in court at trial (as 
is normally the case), they are not returned to the 
custody of the ADSU: instead, they are immediately 
thereafter destroyed. When marijuana plants are 
uprooted on Crown lands, and we don’t know who is 
growing them, ADSU destroys them in the presence of 
several high-ranking police officers. 


‘Black Sheep’ 


I would like to say, however, that if there are ‘black 
sheep’ within the ADSU, and if there are people who 
have credible information on this subject, then for the 
good of the country they should come to us secretly with 
their information. As for myself, | will be at their 
disposal and ready to take whatever action is necessary. 


{L°EXPRESS] One daily paper made mention recently of 
a boat that supposedly delivered brown sugar to Mauri- 
tius? 


[Morvan] The ADSU has determined, based on infor- 
mation obtained following an investigation conducted 
jointly with other individuals, that no boat has made a 
delivery of that drug. On the other hand, I can tell you 
that we are on to a brown sugar network in the Port 
Louis region. But for security reasons, | cannot give you 
any more details. 


[L"EXPRESS] Can the scourge of drugs ever be ei mi- 
nated on Mauritius? 


[Morvan] The drug problem is a worldwide problem. | 
do not think there is any miracle cure. Everyone must 
help in the fight. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Interview on Renamo [falks Cited 


MB0104060190 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0400 GMT 1 Apr 90 


[Text] President of the Republic Joaquim Chissano said 
in Map..o last night that contacts are currently 
underway to determine the venue for ‘alks between the 
Government of the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
and the so-called Renamo [Mozambique National Resis- 
tance]. In a (?live) interview for Portuguese Television, 
the Mozambican head of state said that a date for such 
talks would be set once a venue has been established. 


In the interview. President Chissano stressed that for 
many years now our government has been developing 
efforts in order to, firstly, eliminate the external factors 
of this war which has been very destructive. External 
obstacles having been eliminated, he added, we have 
decided that conditions have been created to sit at a 
negotiating table with the so-called Renamo. 


President Chissano noted that the Mozambican Govern- 
ment has always insisted that any kind of talks must be 
within the framework of certain principles, notably the 
respect for the country’s sovereignty. The Mozambican 
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head of state said that the so-called Renamo does not 
understand this and views these principles as precondi- 
tions. 


Referring to the proposed draft Constitution, he empha- 
sized that it has been presented to the entire Mozamb- 
ican people for debate, including those in the armed 
bandit ranks. 


On his forthcoming visit to Portugal, President Chissano 
said that he hoped that it would strengthen cooperation 
between the two nations and bring about a greater 
understanding of the prevailing situation in Mozam- 
bique and southern Africa. 


Referring to southern Africa, President Chissano said 
that the region was moving toward stability and progress, 
particularly because of Namibia's independence and the 
irreversible changes under way in South Africa. 


Renamo Welcomes Government Offer of Talks 


LD0204192790 Lishon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] wel- 
comes the offer of immediate talks with the Mozambican 
Government without preconditions of a cease-fire. It is 
ready for talks at any level. 


According to the Renamo spokesman in Nairobi, the 
peace dialogue is no longer being hindered by issues of 
principle. Meetings about the venue and date of the 
meeting, as well as the level of delegations, will now be 
resumed. 


* Barriers to Direct Negotiations Breaking Down 


340004964 London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL 
in English 9 Feh YO pp 1-2 


[Article: “Mozambique: Moving With the Times™] 


[Text] Pride is now a major block to direct negotiations 
between President Joaquim Chissano’s government and 
the Resistencia nacional mocambicana (Renamo or 
MNR) on ending the 14-year war. 


Mozambique’s proposals for reform, especially on the 
constitution, have gone much further than anyone had 
expected. This means a shift in the balance between the 
Angolan and Mozambican negotiations. Luanda is now 
trailing behind Maputo—and President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos is now apparently waiting with keen interest 
to see what Chissano comes up with. His interest is being 
fuelled by the fighting around Mavinga, which reduces 
pressure to delay the Angolan talks. 


Little divides the ruling Frente de libertacao de Mocam- 
hique (Frelimo) and Renamo in their vision of the 
country’s political future. In early January, Chissano 
presented a liberal draft constitution which meets most 
of the rebels’ demands for political reform. The docu- 
ment proposes direct elections, by secret ballot, for the 
presidency and the People’s Assembly. It outlaws the 
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death penalty and proposes a host of basic indi\:dual 
freedoms, including the right to strike and to own private 
property. Both Chissano and Renamo leader Afonso 
Dhlakama agree that the major outstanding issue. a 
multi-party system, is negotiable. 


The pride factor is evident in Frelimo’s demand that, 
before negotiations begin, the rebels must recognise the 
Republic of Mozambique, its constitution and laws. 
Dhlakama has repeatedly rejected this demand, despite 
entreaties by the United States, Britain and, to a lesser 
extent, South Africa. The George Bush administration 
has put forward its own seven-point document to break 
the deadlock (see Box). During a difficult 8 December 
Nairobi meeting with Washington's charge’ d'affaires in 
Zimbabwe, Edward Fugit, an angry Dhlakama tossed the 
U.S. document away. He was objecting to point six, 
which calls for recognition of ‘the legitimacy of the 
Republic of Mozambique.’ 


But since then, Renamo has agreed to unconditional 
negotiations, dropping its prior demand to be recognised 
as a political movement. International impatience is 
gradually focussing on Chissano. The mediators in the 
conflict, Presidents Daniel arap Moi ot Kenya and 
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe. are busily searching for 
wording for an agreement to begin talks which will 
satisfy both Chissano’s desire for formal recognition of 
the government and Dhlakama’s unwillingness to grant 
this. Their efforts centre on the Kenyan/Zimbabwean 
document drawn up in December. This is now the main 
working document for the talks. It urged both sides to 
negotiate without preconditions. Although it noted the 
world community recognises the Maputo government as 
legitimate, it did not condition talks on the rebels 
agreement to do the same. Chissano found such wording 
objectionable, and during a 16 December mecting with 
Mugabe in Harare, requested the document be amended. 


The constant bickering over recognition is beginning to 
irritate some of Frelimo’s friends in the West, including 
Washington, and in Africa. These include Harare. which 
has stationed 7.000 troops in Mozambique to defend 
Zimbabwe's vital transport routes through Beira and 
Maputo ports. After the July 1989 offensive against rebel 
headquarters in the central region of Gorongosa, the 
Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) has now resiricted its 
troops to defensive operations along the railways 
through the Beira Corridor in central Mozambique and 
along the Limpopo river in the south. ZNA morale has 
been further damaged by cross-border raids into Zimba- 
bwe—at least 400 Zimbabwean civilians have been 
killed in Renamo attacks since June 1987—and by rebel 
attacks in December on the central town of Chimoio, site 
of Zimbabwe's main army base in Mozambique. 


Many observers believe Chissano’s insistence on 
Renamo recognising his government may have been 
simply an attempt to buy time to allow preparation of 
the draft constitution. Chissano needed to have the 
constitution ready. the reasoning goes, so that political 
reform would be seen to be a Frelimo initiative and not 
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the result of rebel demands. Chissano’s next step is to 
find a way to bring the rebels into his promised national 
debate on the constitution. 


On the battlefield. Mozambique'’s army has continued to 
deteriorate, with no end in sight to chronic shortages of 
food and ammunition. Such scarcities will only get worse 
given the tidal wave of political changes in the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe, the army's main sources of 
supplies. The withdrawal of Soviet military advisors has 
accelerated in the past year. falling from 800 to 250 by 
early January 1990. East German secret-police advisors 
are pulling out as well, and supplies of AK-47 assault 
rifles and ammunition are drying up. Most worrying for 
the army is the growing lack of spare parts for helicopters 
and fighter jets. Some military experts believe that 
Chissano can count on only about 5,000 well-fed and 
well-supplied troops of his 30,000-strong army to con- 
tinue the battle against the rebels. 


Senior government officials are increasingly worried 
about the effect on enlisted men of continuing strikes in 
the cities. Workers’ demands for better pay and working 
conditions and an end to corruption among party leaders 
strike deep chords in an army which has continually been 
neglected by the top brass. The focus ef much discontent 
is the defence minister, General Alberto Chipande. 
whose incompetent management and lac of strategic 
thinking is generally blamed for the collapse of the army. 


Maputo’s relations with Pretoria, until recently Ren- 
amo’s main backer, have continued to improve thans to 
pressure from Britain and the United States and the 
considerable diplomatic skills of Chissano, who served 
as foreign minister until his predecessor, Samora 
Machel, died in an air-crash in South Africa in October 
1986. The F.W. de Klerk government has provided 
Maputo with limited military supplies to he' protect the 
tripartite rehabilitation of the giant Cahora Bassa hydro- 
electric comple». in the northwestern province of Tete. 
This could cover 10 per cent of South Africa’s power 
needs. South African and Mozambican generals are 
getting along handsomely, regularly lunching on prawns 
and Portuguese wine at Maputo's plush Hote! Polana. 
When border raids have occurred, they have travelled 
together in each other's helicopters to inspect the sites. 


After a November rebel attack in Maputo province. 
along the border with South Africa’s Kruger National 
Park, the commander of Mozambique’s frontier guards, 
Gen Domingos Fondo, flew to Komatipoort in a Sovict- 
made Mi-8 helicopter and then boarded a South African 
Puma helicopter to reach the site, about 80 miles north- 
west of Maputo. 


Diplomatic sources say that Mozambican-South African 
cooperation could be further increased to provide pro- 
tection on the 130-kilometre road and railway between 
Maputo and the border town of Ressano Garcia. This 
route, the natural outlet to the sea for coal and citrus 
exporters from the Transvaal, has been repeatedly 
attacked by Renamo units as they step up pressure on the 
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capital. Constant raids on the power lines from South 
Africa over the past six months have severely curbed 
Maputo’s energy supplies, repeatedly leaving the capital 
in darkness. The power cuts have belatedly brought 
home the war to residents of the capital, who have 
generally been spared the effects of the conflict and, 
along with the wave of industrial strikes. undermined the 
government's Western-backed efforts to restart the 
economy. 


[Boxed item] 


The U.S. Plan 


Text of United States 7-point peace proposals for Ren- 
amo-Frelimo talks. Presented to Afonso Dhlakama by 
Ed Fugit in Nairobi on 8 December. 


1. There must be a peaceful solution to the conflict and 
a cessation of all attacks on civilians. 


2. Democracy in Mozambique is based on freedom of 
expression, association and economic opportunity. 


3. All Mozambican citizens have the right to partici- 
pate in the political, social, cultural and economic life of 
the nation and in the determination of national policies. 


4. The people are sovereign and have the right to make 
decisions involving their governance. 


5. National reconciliation and unity shali be the 
guiding principles in the peace process. 


6. All parties shall recognise the legitimacy of the 
Republic of Mozambique and its constitution, institu- 
tions, and the fundamental laws emanating from them. 


7. Fundamental changes in the existing order within 
the Republic of Mozambique are to be brought about 
peacefully and democratically. 


* French Academic Views Civil War Causes 


34000496C Paris THE INDIAN OCEAN 
NEWSLETTER in English 17 Feb 90 p 8 


[Text] In a 229-page study entitled “The Armed Cause”: 
Anthropology of the Contemporary War in Mozam- 
bique,” which is to be published shortly in Europe (in 
France and Portugal), the author, Christian Geffray, a 
French academic and expert on Mozambique, tries to 
provide an in-depth explanation of the “current social 
and political processes in Mozambican campaigns.” 
After a first visit to the district of Erati (province of 
Nampula), Christian Geffray returned to the area and 
spent September and October 1988 there, with the 
permission of the Mozambican suiiiorities. Whilst there, 
he managed successfully, to reconstitute the reasons for 
the RENAMO"s [Mozambique National Resistance 
Movement] success in its campaigns. Supported by 
many witness-accounts, and punctuating his text with 
extracts from his diary, he answers the following ques- 
tion: “how have these “armed bandits” (the FRELIMO’s 
{Mozambique Liberation Front] official term for the 


32 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


RENAMO) managed. in just a few years, to spread their 
soldiers and their field of action, “creating a state of war 
throughout virtually the whole of Mozambican rural 
territory?” 


According to Mr Geffray. since the seventies, “a pro- 
found misunderstanding has grown between the leaders 
and rural populations.” While in 1975, the young gov- 
ernment leaders believed that these same people were 
celebrating the victory of Marxism, they were in reality 
rejoicing over the departure of their colonial oppressors. 
The FRELIMO, according to Mr Geffray, has not taken 
in.o account the pre-existing social organisation of cam- 
paigns before the Mozambican revolution. 


He goes on to explain that “swept up in the enthusiasm 
of the first year of independence,” rural communities 
adhered to government projects and accepted to “grow a 
field of a people's collectives.” The elections for mem- 
bers of the People’s Assemblies, in 1977, gave way to, in 
the district of Erati, “an abrupt recrudescence of the 
Struggle waged by the representatives of the new govern- 
ment against the local social and political governing 
lineage.” As the regulos and the cabos (heads of admin- 
istrative cantons) as well as the mapewes (local clan 
chiefs) were unable to stand for election, the local people 
voted en masse for “men whom they regarded as their 
legitimate representatives,” the mahumus (chiefs of their 
lineage). The government thus decided to annul the 
elections, forbidding the mahumus from proposing their 
candidature. For the local people, FRELIMO’s dismissal 
of their traditional leaders constituted “a denial of their 
own social existence” and encouraged them to “embrace 
a clandestine lifestyle.” 


From 1978 to 1979, hoping to benefit from the consumer 
cooperatives, some local leaders lent some support to the 
government's “village projects.” People were forced to 
build their villages where the administration decided. 
And thus, two parallel societies began to exist. The 
empty houses and deserted villages were only inhabited 
when a government inspection was duc, and at the same 
time, there were the real villages where the people lived 
most of the time. The community villages strategy 
showed tn practice what it really was: “a politica) instru- 
ment of alarming efficiency, certainly not for the devel- 
opment of the rural milieu, but for the edification of a 
national administrative State-run apparatus i” rural 
areas. 


When in 1984, the RENAMO spread its sphere of action 
to the outskirts of the district, the Mozambicz.in Armed 
Forces (FAM) destroyed the “real villages” @ order to 
“protect the people from the influence of ihe guerilla 
forces.” The text however, points out that, “without the 
intervention of an armed force capable of maintaining 
that of the FRELIMO at a distance.” the people would 
have been incapable of overthrowing the government if 
there had been an insurrection. The “armed bandits” 
had understood that they had to let the people “openly 
reformulate their societies under the authority of their 
legitimate chiefs” and let them return to their former 
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lands. But this attitude created a situation of double 
dependence. To protect their military infrastructures 
and to meet their needs. the RENAMO who are not 
farmers, became dependent on the rural inhabitants. 


Christian Geffray «oes on to discuss the of press-ganging 
practices involve ~ recruiting new “armed bandits.” 
Naturally, the RE. MO is “in part, an army of cap- 
tives,” made up of young men dragged away against their 
will from their social milieu. Its task has been made 
easier by the “deep crisis which is affecting the youth of 
the country,” and “of the exaltation and the unity effect 
created by living in a state of war and ail that this 
entails.” They were told the life of a soldier would help 
them to, “understand their place and envisage their 
future in their original milieu.” 


But the RENAMO upturned the terms of the war. Its 
political discussion “is subordinate to the ends it envis- 
ages for the war, which are, its own re-establishment as 
an armed institution, and thus the persistence of a war 
Situation which is its very essence.” All the while, the 
RENAMO., just like the FRELIMO, has done nothing to 
respond to the social realities of those old campaigns. 
There has been a misunderstanding along the line. “It ts 
obvious that rural dwellers in Mozambique did not 
become dissidents to enable an army of parasites to 
exist,” and they soon became disillusioned on many 
fronts. The main reason is the RENAMO’s behaviour 
which is closer to that of a “dominant force over local 
societies exercising its authority within them by duping 
well-known representatives of these societies.” Because 
the RENAMO does not have the means to “preserve the 
illusion that it projects anything other than war,” and 
that it has nothing to offer towards the reconstitution of 
a new State, a rifi has been created between itself and the 
people where ii 1s based. 


As for the situation in the government zones, “a perma- 
nent threat” hangs over the physical integrity of the 
people who have returned to live on their historically 
legitimate lands. In Mr Geffray’s view, “the RENAMO 
has already won the war to some extent,” as local Party 
leaders did not have “the means, nor the authority,” to 
oppose the return en masse of the people to their 
homeland. This marks a de facto “weakening” in the 
FRELIMO'’s position. At the same time, the continuing 
attacks on convoys reported regularly in the Mozamb- 
ican press, show the rift between the RENAMO and the 
urban ce-nmunities which it does not control. “The 
urban p ople (...) who were on the margins of society 
under colonial rule, received the thin end of the wedge 
from the independent State, and have subsequently 
become dissidents.” More than a year after this investi- 
gation ended, and while real perspectives for negotia- 
tions between the RENAMO and the government in 
Maputo are starting to emerge, Christian Geffray con- 
tinues to believe that the RENAMO is faced with the 
following alternative, “to disappear eventually, or to try 
to change to the point where it can become a political 
organisation...” 
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Zimbabwe 


Chief Justice Swears In President Mugabe 


MB0204 191790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1916 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Harare, April 2, SAPA—Robert Mugabe was 
sworn in as president of the Republic of Zimbabwe for 
the next six years by Chief Justice Enoch Dumbutshena 
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at a brief ceremony held ai State House in Harare on 
Monday. reports Zimbabwe's national news agency, 
ZIANA. 


Mr. Mugabe was sworn-in by Justice Dumbutshena in 
the presence of Attorney-General Patrick Chinamasa 
and several senior cabinet members. 


The president overwhelmingly beat his only opponent, 
Zimbabwe Unity Movement (ZUM) leader Edgar Tek- 
ere, in the just-ended presidential election. polling 
2.026.976 votes against 413.849 votes for Tekere. 
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Cuinea 


* Exiles Form Constitutional Study Group 


YOE F030SA Paris LA LETTRE DU CONTINENT 
in French 22 Feh 90 p § 


[Unattributed article: “Proposals From Guineans 
Abroad” ] 


[Text] While opposition to the regime's democratization 
iS growing within the military (two soldiers reportedly 
were killed after a military inspection by President 
Lansana Conte), ‘juineans abroad are organizing in 
order not to be Iefi out of the democratic process. The 
Committee for Consideration of Democracy in Guinea 
(CRDG) met in Paris on Sunday 18 February and named 
a bureau of twenty-five members to prepare a contribu- 
tion to submit to the authorities on 23 February within 
the framework of the development of the Fundamental 
Law (LETTRE DU! CONTINENT no. 107). Among the 
members of this bureau the following names are 
included: Camara Faraban, former Education Minister. 
Alpha Barry, Lancine Camara, Ansoumane Core, Chris- 
tine Katy, Malick Sankon, N‘fa Toure, Yansane Sckou., 
Professor Sylla, Souleymane Camara, Dr. Barry Abdoul, 
James Soumah of the Guinean League for the Rights of 
Man, Jerome Lona, Julien Conde (brother of Alpha 
Conde, head of RPG [expansion unknown]), and Michel 
Cherif... 


This committee's contribution will provide views, par- 
ticularly on the reduction of the transitional period for 
putting the new constitution into effect, the creation of 
three [political] parties, the election of a constituent 
assembly, and the abolition of the death penalty. 


(Editor's note) Although not a member of the CRDG 
bureau, Siradiou Diallo, also editor of JEUNE 
AFRIQUE, is more and more acting as a mediator 
between Guineans abroad and the Conakry authorities. 
During a recent trip to his country, Siradiou Diallo was 
received, among others, by Jean Traore, foreign min- 
ister, and Rene Alseny Gomez, government's minister 
and general secretary in charge of “implementing the 
president's decisions.” 


* Finance Minister on Moderation, Openness Goals 


YOR F 02404 Conakry HOROYA in French 
27 Jan 90 pp 14-15 


[Interview with Minister of Economy and Finance 
Edouard Benjamin at his office by Mamadouba Diabatc. 
date not given: “The Increase in Expected Revenue in 
the 1990 Budget Will Undoubtedly Contribute To 
Improve the Quality of Life of the Workers”) 


[Text] During the first week of January, Mr. Edouard 
Benjamin, minister of economy and finance. gave a press 
conference at his departmental office that focused on the 
health of our finances. 
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This interview with the national press took place fol- 
lowing the restructuring of some administrative services 
that generate domestic income. It also took place fol- 
lowing the discovery of anarchy in the financing of 
certain “ghost” projects, which benefited only their 
negotiators. Never again any of that! Henceforth, every- 
thing must be done at the level of our resources and in 
complete openness. 


We are publishing below excerpts of this interview 
between Mr. Edouard Benjamin and our colleague 
Mamadouba Diabate of the RTG [Guinean Radio- 
Television]. 


{[HOROYA] Mister Minister of Economy and Finance, 
we would, first of all, like to know what is referred to as 
the instrument panel of the economy. Next, according to 
the communique from the Council of Ministers issued 
on 26 June 1989, it appears that an imbalance occurred 
in the national budget and the foreign currency budget 
during the first semester of 1989. What correction has 
been made in this imbalance? 


[Benjamin] Every year, at the beginning of the financial 
year, the government determines its expected income in 
order to set the expenses it considers a priority: all 
activities ~ ¢ then assigned through a kind of instrument 
panel, whic,. sides and directs the operation as a whole. 
Thus, at the end of the first semester of last year we 
realized, by studying that instrument panel, that there 
was no way we would be able to fulfill the budget we had 
set for ourselves. For the simple reason that in terms of 
income we had to overcome a very serious gap duc to the 
fact that the special tax on petroleum products was not 
coming in. It did not come in because the public enter- 
prises tha. were supposed to pay ONAH [National 
Hydrocarbons Office} the arr ounts due to that company 
for the consumption of petroleum products, did not pay 
those amounts. In return, ONAH could not pay the 
specific tax on petroleum products. 


Sull studying the instrument panel, it was noted that 
there was some disorder in the management of the 
expenditures. These disruptions led the government to 
carry Out a readjustment of the budget, which led to the 
publication of an amended law allowing us to implement 
spending at the level of what we could reasonably expect 
in terms of income. It is this readjustment that was 
carried out in the middle of the year and it is this 
amended law that was then published for the benefit of 
all the ministerial departments. Taking into account the 
modest level of our income, the ministerial departments, 
henceforth. had to keep expenditures at the level of the 
existing means. 


Another measure we implemented was to pull the alarm 
with regard to the management of public enterprises. 
which are undoubtedly the largest consumers of these 
credits. Those enterprises had to be better managed so 
that incir future income would indeed be paid to the 
treasury. 
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These are essentially the two measures thal were imple- 
mented, and other measures still under study will be 
introduced as soon as the committees in charge of 
drafting them have made a report to the government. 


[HOROYA] The Council of Ministers decided that the 
ministers were managing officials of their budget: has 
this decision made it possible to improve financial 
management” 


[Benjamin] This decision from the Council of Ministers 
was aimed a! decentralizing the budgetary sysiem some- 
what. And I can tel! you that to the extent that everyone 
lollows the prevailing budgetary rules, and that everyone 
spends at the expected level. there 1s no reason for things 
not to be managed better. | would like to note in this 
regard that, henceforth, a Division for Administrative 
and Financial Affairs [DAF] has been set up at the level 
of each ministerial department. This division has the 
responsibility of helping the department heads in car- 
rying out their budget. You know that we organized a 
4S-day seminar in June and July, aimed at those in 
charge of the abovementioned DAFs. During that sem- 
inar, we took the time and the necessary energy to 
explain the new prevailing procedures, the method to set 
up dossiers, and the requests to be submitied to the 
Ministry of Economy and Finance. All of this is aimed at 
nothing less than putting everyone on the same wave- 
length, so that the services of the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance will be able to acquaint themselves calmly 
with all the dossiers, based on specific documentation. 
This way matters were no longer delayed. | would also 
like to say that. to the extent that the DAFs submit 
well-developed documentation to the Ministry of 
Finance, taking into account our needs, there is no 
reason why such dossiers would be delayed in this 
ministry's drawers. 


[HOROY A] In his New Year's message, the president of 
the republic noted a progressive improvement of bud- 
gctary income: do you believe that in 1990 the workers 
will be able to benefit concretely from this improvement 
and in what way” 


[Benjamin] The priority objective set by the short-. 
medium- and long-term program recently studied by the 
government 1s to improve the quality of life of all 
Guineans. This means that in this short-. medium- and 
long-term job priority program, the government will do 
its best to fina ce investments in all those sectors, which 
could improve the quality of life of the Guineans. | 
would like to mention water, electricity, telephone. 
health, road improvement, in short, all investments that 
could contribute to the improvement of this quality of 
life and to create jobs so that the workers may have a 
proper and decent income. All of this is included in the 
government's short-. medium- and long- term program. 
It 1s in this sense that | dare believe that the expected 
increase in income for the 1990 budget will contribute. 
without any doubt, to the improvement of the quality of 
life of the workers. 
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{HOROYA] There have been public opinion accusations 
that the Department of Economy and Finance has vol- 
untarily obstructed the dossiers. 


[Benjamin] | would be very surprised if the officials of 
that ministry were voluntarily obstructing dossiers. | 
know that several dossiers have been submitted to the 
Ministry of Economy and Finance that did not at all 
conform to the rules of the art. For some reason that | do 
not understand, we receive dossiers that do not conform 
to those rules. This is why—to get back to the trouble- 
makers—I have given instructions to ray officials not to 
investigate a dossier, or not to unfreeze funds to finance 
activities that do not conform to the rules. The rule is 
very simple: we must have discipline at the level of all 
departments, including the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance. We must respect the rules we have set for 
ourselves. 


[HOROY A] The last Council of Ministers meeting called 
on the nation to rely on its own resources for the decade 
of the nincties. How does this decision fit within the 
plans of the Ministry of Economy and Finance” 


[Benjamin] | know that the president of the republic 
wants the government to make a major effort so that a 
high percentage of the national budget can be financed 
by the government's own domestic resources. Up to now 
a large share of the income has come from muning 
resources and we have not made the necessary effort for 
those resources to come from taxation. What we intend 
to do 1s to reorganize Our services somewhat, both at the 
level of customs and taxation, so that the income from 
both these services will be more significant than it ts 
now. In this regard we are in the process of developing a 
Tax Code, which will very probably be adopted this 
month of January. The Customs Code ts also nearly 
completed. It will also be submitted for approval to the 
government in cither January or February. 


We have also proceeded with internal restructuring 
within these two important administrations that gen- 
erate domestic income. This restructuring 1s aimed at 
ensuring that both services operate well so that the 
ensuing income is really collected and paid into the 
treasury. We have no doubt ‘hat the results of these 
efforts will be noticeable in the months to come. 


Also, in response to the wishes of the president of the 
republic, we must make a rather serious and significant 
effort to be very selective i; choosing investment expen- 
ditures so that we do not finance just any investment. 
This is the time to mention that the Ministry of Planning 
and International Cooperation must, in turn, conduct 
very close consultations with the ministerial depart- 
ments in order that the investment project dossiers will 
be better prepared, so that the foreign resources we 
borrow may help us to finance investments that con- 
tribute to the improvement of the quality of life of all 
CGuincans. 
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Ivory Coast 


Houphouet-Boigny Orders Release of Teachers 


AB3003 132090 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 1245 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Text] This morning. the president of the republic 
ordered the release of the 126 teachers arrested last 
Monday. 5 March, for disrupting law and order in 
defiance of a ban on all demonstrations and gatherings 
throughout the national territory. The head of state has 
thus shown mercy in response to the plea made by the 
National Union of Ivorian Parents of Pupils and Stu- 
dents which had called for the release of the teachers and 
the resumption of classes. 


Union Leader Released, Holds Meeting 


AB3003 133490 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 1245 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Text] Dr. Adou Assoua, secretary general of the 
National Union of Senior Health Officers of Ivory Coast 
[Synacassci], who was arrested on the evening of 
Tuesday, 27 March. for having incited his colleagues to 
embark on an illegal strike was released last night. He 
was freed at the same time as his deputy, Dr. Konan 
Manzan. Two other doctors, who are still being ¢ ctained. 
may be released shortly. 


Meanwhile, Dr. Adou Assoua has invited doctors. phar- 
macists, dental surgeons, and veterinary doctors to an 
extraordinary assembly today, Friday, at 1600 at the 
National Institute of Public Health, in Adjame. The 
presence of all 1s indispensable, said the secretary general 
of the Syn_.-<=-ci. 


End of Doctors’ Strike Reported 


AB3103091390 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 0700 GMT 31 Mar 90 


[Text] Doctors, pharmacists, dentists, and veterinary 
doctors will resume work today, their union has decided. 
The SYNACASSCI, the Union of Senior Officers of 
Health, during an extraordinary mecting yesterday, 
decided to lift the strike order following the release of 
arrested doctors who attended the mecting. The head of 
state released the arrested people as a gesture of concil- 
jation. 


Police Disperse Demonstration 31 Mar 


183103133190 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 1248 GMT 31 Mar 90 


[Text] A group of young people were dispersed by the 
police this morning in Abidjan in the Adjame District. 
They were demonstrating on Nangui Abrogoua Boulc- 
vard. No one was wounded or arrested. 


It should be recalled that the government has banned all 
demonstrations and meetings for security reasons 
throughout the national territory. 
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Government Announces New Economic Measures 


AB3 103175390 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 1245 GMT 31 Mar 90 


[Text] As announced a few days ago, the government this 
morning published various measures to cope with the 
present economic situation. The measures, presented by 
minister of economy and finance. Mr. Moise Koumouc 
Koffi, comprise two parts: the first part concerns the 
national solidarity deductions, while the second pari 
concerns measures to case the cost of living. All these 
economic redress and cushioning measures will go into 
effect, according 10 Minister Koumoue Koffi, on 31 
March 1990. Let us first of all listen to the measures on 
the National Solidarity Deductions: 


[Begin Koffi recording] The National Solidarity Deduc- 
tions, created 19 cope with the present economic situa- 
tion, are determined on the basis of the gross salary. 
including all allowances and benefits, except the family 
allowance. Personnel in the public sector are subjected to 
these measures as follows: presidents of state institu- 
tions, 40 percent and deputics. members of the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, 25 percent. Personnel with 
monthly salaries less than or equal to 100,000 CFA 
francs will not be affected by the deductions. Those with 
monthly salaries ranging from 101,000 to 250,000 francs 
will have their salaries reduced by cight percent; monthly 
salaries ranging from 251.000 francs to 500,000 francs 
will be reduced 14 percent, and monthly salaries over 
$00,000 francs will be reduced by 17 percent. 


Concerning the private sector, it should be recalled that 
the additional! contribution will be 10 percent. Monthly 
salaries less than or equal to 100,000 francs will not 
undergo any deductions. To avoid inequalities, the fol- 
lowing (?system) of calculations will be adopted. No 
monthly salaries should fall under 100,000 francs 
because of reductions. No employce should receive a 
salary less than another employee who was previously 
receiving less remuneration beiore the reduction. In 
clear terms: if we have someone who earns 101,000 
francs, normally the deduction of cight percent should be 
8.080 francs, but we will not deduct 8.080 francs, instead 
he will pay only 1,000 francs: if he carns 105,000 francs, 
he will pay 5.000 francs: if he earns 107,000 francs, he 
will pay only 7,000 francs; and if he earns 108,000 
francs, he will pay 8,000 francs. But from 109,000 francs, 
we will apply the rate of cight percent. 


In the same way, a person who carns 200,900 francs 
should pay 20.000 francs as his contribution: the one 
who earns 251,000 francs, if we use the rate of 14 
percent, should pay 35.000 francs: but we will deduct, in 
accordance with our method of calculation, only 20,140 
francs. The one who carns 257,000 francs, should nor- 
mally pay 35.4400, but we will ask him to pay only 26,140 
francs. These are the rules that were used. We have 
established a table which will be widely publicized 
beginning Mondsy [2 April], and each person will be able 
to find out the level of his deduction. [end recording]. 
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Here now are the measures concerning the cushioning of 
cost of living: 


[Begin Koffi Recording] The government has just taken 
temporary measures to reduce salaries, which will affect 
workers in the modern sector earning more than 100,000 
CFA francs a month. On the other hand, measures to 
cushion the high cost of living have been taken, following 
consultations with employers, workers, the Ivorian 
Women’s Association [AFI], mayors, parents of pupils, 
and representatives of consumer unions. These measures 
will increase the entire population’s purchasing power 
and will contribute toward mitigating the effects of the 
temporary deductions on salaries. These measures con- 
cern the reduction in prices of the following products 
and services: 


Food items: rice—rice consumed in great quantities— 
the price per kilogram is reduced ‘rom 160 to 130 francs. 
Thus the 50-kg bag which costs 8,000 francs will be sold 
at 6,500 francs; that is, a reduction of 1,500 francs per 
bag. The price per kilogram of Thailand-type rice is 
reduced from 375 to 325 francs. Meat: the current price 
of local meat will undergo a reduction of 290 francs per 
kilogram; that of chilled meat will undergo a reduction of 
60 francs per kilogram. Fish: the general reduction will 
be 15 percent on the consumer price. Sugar: the price of 
white cube sugar is reduced from 300 francs to 280 
francs; the price of white granulated sugar is reduced 
from 250 to 230 francs; the per kilogram price of brown 
granulated sugar is reduced from 215 francs to 200 
francs. Cooking oil: the liter of unbottled Eclador [brand 
name] cooking oil is reduced from 420 francs to 385 
francs; the liter of unbottled Dinor [brand name] cooking 
oil is reduced from 420 francs to 395 francs. The 90-cl 
bottle Dinor cooking oi! is reduced from 450 francs to 
430 francs and the 75-cl bottle Eclador cooking oil is 
reduced from 395 francs to 360 francs. 


Housing rents: Reductions concern monthly rents in 
force in semipublic corporations and in the private 
sector—individuals or corporations. Rents ranging from 
1,000 to 50,000 CFA francs are reduced by 10 percent; 
rents over 50,000 CFA francs and up to 100,000 are cut 
by eight percent; and rents over 100,000 CFA francs are 
cut by five percent. Rents affected are those in force on 
| January 1990. For example, a monthly rent of 40,000 
CFA francs with a 10 percent cut will now be 36,000 
CFA francs; a monthly rent of 90,000 CFA francs with 
an eight percent cut will now be 82,800 CFA francs; and 
a monthly rent of 200,000 CFA francs with a five percent 
cut will now be 190,000 CFA francs. 


Sales: The head of state has decided to grant a grace 
period to purchasers of Sogefiha [Company for the 
Financial Management of Housing] houses. Payment 
terms which would have ended in 1990, have been 
extended to 31 December 1992. 


Government Housing: Two years ago, the head of state 
decided to hand over some government houses to those 
living in them, namely teachers and medical doctors. 
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The payment term which was to cover 10 years and be 
interest-free has now been extended to 15 years. This 
year, Sicogi [Ivorian Housing Building and Management 
Company] will offer for sale 1,774 houses with a pay- 
ment period of more than 20 years. 


Building Materials: The price of cement has been cut by 
12.6 percent. Thus, one ton has been brought down from 
36,700 CFA francs, all taxes included, to 32,200 CFA 
francs, including all taxes, in Abidjan. This is a reduction 
of 4,500 CFA francs a ton. In the interior, for example, 
prices have been reduced as follo..s: in Bouake, the price 
of a ton of cement has been lowered from 41,000 CFA 
francs to 35,835 CFA francs, a reduction of 5,165 CFA 
francs. Ip Korhogo, the price of a ton of cement has gone 
from 46,000 CFA francs to 40,205 CFA francs, a reduc- 
tion of 5,795 CFA francs. In Daloa, the price of a ton of 
cement has gone from 40,000 CFA francs to 34,960 CFA 
francs, a cut of 5,040 CFA francs. 


Steel reinforcement rods for concrete: Reductions in the 
prices per ton of the various types of reinforcement rods 
are as follows: the factory price of a ton of eight-mm rods 
has been lowered from 198,105 CFA francs to 183,050 
CFA francs, a cut of 15,055 CFA francs. The factory 
price of a ton of six-mm rods has been reduced by 15,720 
CFA francs, from 206,845 to 191,125 CFA francs . 


Fuel: The price of premium grade gasoline has been 
reduced from 350 CFA francs per liter to 330 CFA 
francs. The price of regular gasoline has been lowered 
from 325 CFA francs to 310 CFA francs a liter. The price 
of kerosene has been brought down from 200 CFA francs 
a liter to 165 CFA francs. The price of a liter of DDO 
[D stilled Diesel Oil] has gone from 230 CFA francs to 
210 CFA francs. The price of gas oil has been brought 
down from 245 CFA francs to 220 CFA francs a liter. 
The price of fuel oil has dropped from 107,510 CFA 
francs a metric ton to 102,000 CFA francs. 


The price of butane gas has been reduced by 15 percent. 
For example, the price of a 12.5-kg cylinder of butane gas 
in Abidjan has been reduced by 200 CFA francs. In 
Bouake and Korhogo, the reduction amounts to 815 
CFA francs a cylinder, while in Daloa, the reduction is 
455 CFA francs. In Yamoussoukro, the reduction is 440 
CFA francs, while in Man, it is 535 CFA francs. 


The price of the 6-kg cylinder, commonly known as 
Faitou, has been reduced by 95 CFA francs in Abidjan, 
440 CFA francs in Bouake and Korhogo, 230 CFA francs 
in Daloa, 230 CFA francs in Yamoussoukro, and 295 
CFA francs in Man. 


Electric Power: The home “se rate has been lowered by 
20 percent, while the industrial ratc has been cut by 10 
percent. Late-payment penalties have been abolished. 


Water: In 1988, when the concession contract was 
renewed, the price of water was reduced by 25 percent. 
This time, the reduction is as follows: the home-use rate 
has been reduced by 15 CFA francs a eubic meter. The 
industrial rate has been reduced by 23 CFA francs a 
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cubic meter, while the administration-use rate has been 
.owered 25 CFA francs a cubic meter. The total reduc- 
tion is about seven percent. From 1988 to 1990, water 
rates have been reduced by 32 percent. Also, late- 
payment penalties have been abolished. 


Telephone: In May 1989, tariff reductions effecting 
hours of calls were put into effect. These reductions 
were: 50 percent for domestic calls and 30 percent for 
international calls. Now connection fees are to be 
reduced from 88,400 francs to 68,400 francs; that is, a 
reduction of 20,000 francs. Finally, late-payment penal- 
ties have also been abolished. 


Transportation: consultations continue in this sector 
with businessmen; these consultations are expected to 
end in a reduction in tariffs for the transportation of 
goods and taxis. Furthermore, road checks will be con- 
siderably reduced. 


Materials and products for agriculture—cutlasses: prices 
of cutlasses have been reduced. Thus, the price of a large 
cutlass, costing | 600 francs, is reduced to | 200 francs, 
that is, a reduction of 400 francs: the price of a smail 
cutlass is brought down from 1,425 to 1,000 francs: that 
is, 425 francs less. Files: the reduction adopted is 43.5 
percent, which brings the price of an ordinary file from 
1,240 francs to 700 francs, that is, a reduction of 540 
francs. Fertilizers: the price of MPK fertiliser is reduced 
from 95,770 francs to 76,605 francs, that is, a reduction 
of 19,165 francs. The price of urea is reduced from 
94,000 to 80,140, that is, a reduction of 13,860 francs. 


Agricultural pesticides: agricultural pesticides for 
treating cocoa have undergone a general reduction of 20 
percent. For example, Lindane is reduced from 5,600 to 
4.480 francs, that is, a reduction of 1,120 francs. The 
price of Tiodan is brought down from 6,750 francs to 
5.560 francs; that is, a reduction of 1,390 francs. [figure 
as heard] The price of Gawa has been brought down 
from 6,000 francs to 4,800 francs; that is, a reduction of 
1,200 francs. 


Other products and services—items for household clean- 
liness: soap: The following reductions have been made. 
The price of a bar of Palme | soap of 535 grams has been 
reduced from 215 francs to 205 francs; the price of a 
720-gram BF8 soap is reduced from 395 francs to 380 
francs; the price of a 350-gram BF4 soap is reduced from 
200 francs to 190 francs; and a packet of Alesia Junior 
soap is reduced from 500 francs to 480 francs. Domestic 
insecticides: reduction on the retail price is 15 percent; 
for example, a packet of mosquito coils is reduced from 
360 francs to 310 francs. 


Medica! and pharmaceutical charges: First of all, medi- 
cines—all medicines have been reduced by 5 percent. 
For certain types of medicine, the list for which has been 
established, the reduction is 10 percent. For example: a 
30-tablet bottle of aspirin Specia is reduced from 545 
francs to 490 francs; that is, a reduction of 55 francs; a 
20-tablet nivaquine 100 bottle is reduced from 725 
francs to £50 francs; that is, a reduction of 75 francs. 
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Medical consultation fees in private clinics: the reduc- 
tion is 10 percent. Thus, the fee for a general practitioner 
is reduced from 10,000 francs to 9,600 francs; the fee for 
a specialist is reduced from 12,000 to 10,800 francs: and 
fees for professors and senior lecturers in medicine are 
reduced from 15,000 francs to 13,500 francs. Hospital 
admission fees: the reduction is 20 percent. Thus, for 
example, a double-bed room, which costs 10,000 francs 
per day, will henceforth be reduced to 8,000 francs per 
day: that is. a reduction of 2,000 francs. A first-class 
single room, which costs 35,000 francs per day, has been 
reduced to 28,000 francs per day; that is, a reduction of 
7,000 francs. 


School fees: The reduction will be 5 percent for the 
remaining school fees to be paid for the 1989-90 aca- 
demic year. For the 1990-91 academic year, studies are 
in progress with the ministries concerned with the aim of 
effecting greater reductions. Exercise books: prices of 
exercise books have been reduced by 20.63 percent. 
Thus, a 100-page exercise book, which used to cost 315 
francs, will be sold at 250 francs. 


Customs duties on some essential commodities: The 
reduction in customs duties on imported articles for the 
manufacture of local products will go into immediate 
effect, while customs duties on finished imported items 
will be decided upon case by case. 


In conclusion, the government's program will lead to 
economic revival. It demands the collaboration and 
participation of each and everyone. To this end, the 
consultative committee which was charged with pro- 
posing measures for the improvement of the cost of 
living will monitor the implementation of these deci- 
sions throughout the country. 


If we should compare the amount of deductions asked of 
the citizens with the effects of the measures introduced 
to reduce the cost of living, we should discover the 
following: for the caterory of citizens from whom no 
deduction is made, a ret benefit of 7,412 francs will be 
realized. If we try to analyze the situation of the category 
that ranges between 101,000 and 250,000 CFA francs, 
we discover that the official rate of deduction is 8 
percent, but the real rate of contribution requested from 
this citizen is 3.6 percent. If we analyze the range 
between 251.000 to 500,000 francs, the rate, as we have 
already announced, is 14 percent, but the real contribu- 
tion made is 9.62 percent. As we analyze the situation of 
the category above 500,000 francs, we realize that the 
contribution requested from these citizens varies 
between |2 and 17 percent. Thank you. [end recording] 


That was Economic and Finance Minister Moise Kou- 
moue Koffi presenting the economic recovery measures 
and m‘tigating actions. 
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Trade Union Leaders React to Salary Cuts 


ABO0104064890 Paris AFP in French 1458 GMT 
31 Mar 90 


{Text} Abidjan, 31 Mar (AFP)}—The three Ivorian auton- 
omous trade unions today reaffirmed their opposition to 
the salary cuts which have just been announced by the 
government. In the next few days, they will agree on 
terms of action to express their refusal, their leaders 
explained to AFP. 


“No strike order or call for demonstrations or protest has 
so far been decided upon.” the leaders of the National 
Union of Sen. or Health Officers of Ivory Coast, SY NA- 
CASSCI, National Union for Research and Higher Edu- 
cation, SYNARES, and National Union of Secondary 
Teachers of Ivory Coast, SY NESCI, told AFP. On 30 
March, salaried medical officers decided to stop the 
strike they had been staging since 26 March. “Work will 
be resumed only on 2 April. That is when all union 
members will be notified of this decision,” one of the 
SYNACASSCI officials said. Teachers have told AFP 
that they were not on strike and “if students and pupils 
come to school,” they will resume classes on 2 April, as 
was decided by the government. The authorities closed 
all schools and the university on 2 March. 


Schools Reopen, Clashes Reported in Cocody 


ABO0204132090 Abidjan Domestic Service 
in French 1245 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] As announced by the government, all schools 
reopened this morning after an interruption of one 
month for security reasons. In the interior of the country, 
schools reopened normally almost everywhere. In Abid- 
jan, however, some clashes took place in various high 
schools, namely in Cocody, between students and police 
forces. Noone was injured and no arrests were made. 
These troubles were due to the absence of some teachers 
who did not report for duty today. 


Police Arrest 26 at Pro-Union Demonstration 


ABO0204 183490 Paris AFP in French 1731 GMT 
2 Apr 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 2 Apr (AFP)—Twenty-six persons, 
including five women, were arrested this morning in 
Abidjan while they were taking part in a demonstration 
organized by the Free Trade Unions Federation of Ivory 
Coast (FSLC1), several officials of this organization have 
told AFP. 


The demonstrators were arrested while they were trying 
to form a cortege and to spread out placards near the 
City Hall, less than 100 meters away from the Presi- 
dency: these neighborhoods have been heavily guarded 
for several weeks now. 


The demonstrators demanded free trade unions and a 
guaranteed minimum wage for dock workers. Police 
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intervened very quickly to disperse them, witnesses said 
and the 26 people arrested were taken te the Abidjan 
central police station. 


The FSLCI stated that it has a membership of 20,000, 
including a great majority of the 6,000 dock worker: of 
the Abidjan Free Port Authority, civil servants, teaches 
(in particular from the higher education sector), and the 
unemployed. 


On 19 March, Ivorian authorities banned all gatherings 
and demonstrations throughout the national territory. 
The security forces have been charged with ensuring that 
this order is respected. 


Liberia 


Fire Destroys U.S. Warehouses in Monrovia 
AB3003 144290 Paris AFP in English 1417 GMT 
30 Mar 90 


[Text] Monrovia, March 30 (AFP)}—Two of the U.S. 
Embassy's three warehouses were destroyed by fire in 
Monrovia’s Calaratown suburb late Thursday, U.S. 
Embassy officials said. 


They could not estimate the damages, but said the 
warehouses contained household appliances, furniture 
and domestic goods. 


Firefighiers from the Liberia fire service and the national 
port authority eventually brought the blaze unde- -on- 
trol. 


Rebel Leader on Dead Missionaries, Offensive 


AB3003194790 London BBC World Service 
in English 1615 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] This afternoon, Liberian rebel leader, Charles 
Taylor, called us up to put the records straight, as he sees 
it, about the fate of missionaries in troubled Nimba 
County. In the past couple of weeks there has been 
enough surge of fighting in the county where Taylor 
launched his rebellion last December. Rebels have been 
attacking towns and government garrisons and for- 
eigners have been evacuated from the mining town of 
Yekepa, near the Guinea border. It’s also being reported 
that missionaries have been caught up in the fighting and 
that two of them have been killed allegedly by rebels. 
Robin White asked Charles Taylor why his men were 
now killing missionaries. 


[Begin recording] [Taylor] Yes, we do have stepped up 
activities in the county. Our forces are fighting. It was a 
very unfortunate situation of which I have issued orders 
and a press release with my condolences to the British 
and American Governments for the mix-up. What 
happen from our field report is that the Liberian Gov- 
ernment troops seized Mr. and Mrs. Jackson from their 
home and tried to use them as coverage between Ba and 
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Sagleipie in Nimba County as our forces attacked, and it 
was an unfortunate situation where they fell into a major 
ambush and unfortunately were killed. | have ordered all 
flags in our occupied territory flown at half mast and 
ordered a 24-hour ceasefire in commemoration of the 
Jacksons that gave invaluable services to the Liberian 
people and they even spoke the language of the people, so 
they were enemies of the NDFL [National Democratic 
Front of Liberia]. 


[White] Isn°t an instance like this going to turn the world 
against you” 


[Taylor] They were not killed by our forces intentionally 
but they were being used as cover and got caught up in 
the crossfire. 


[White] Yes, but could you answer the question, isn’t this 
going to turn the world against you. 


[Taylor] No, I do not think so simply because the 
Situation speaks for itself. It was an unfortunate, very 
unfortunate situation. 


| White] Now, what are you up to in Nimba County at the 
moment. The fighting seems to be spreading? 


[Taylor] Yes, the fighting is spreading and, in tact, we do 
extend our thanks to the American and British Govern- 
ments for asking their nationals to leave because we have 
just ordered that any train leaving Yekepa will be fired 
upon by our missiles and we are moving according to 
plan and this war we did not start it to fight in Nimba, we 
Started it to remove Doe and on to Monrovia. So all of 
the efforts are efforts to continue to advance to Mon- 
rovia to remove Doe. 


[White] So you are going to spread murder and mayhem 
all over the country? 


[Taylor] Not murder and mayhem. We are after those 
military personnel and want to fight them. We have 
issued appeals to the Armed Forces of Liberia. Many 
soldiers have laid down their arms and have fled. Many 
ot them have turned themselves in to us, but those that 
try to fight us we are going to fighting them back and we 
are moving forward and whatever is in our way we will 
remove it. 


[White] Don't you think the Liberian people must by 
now be getting pretty fed up with you? 


[Taylor] No, I think they are waiting for me to enter 
Monrovia. And listen, just one last thing, Robin. 
Guinean soldiers have been involved in the conflict. We 
have killed or wounded close to 100 Guinean troops. 


[White] Where are these Guinean troops? Why have you 
been fighting them? 


[Taylor] Hmm, we fought them in Kahnple. They were 
present in Kahnple with mortar and artillery. We killed 
some 50 of them. They were also present in Saniquellie 
and we also killed some of them. They did temporarily 
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withdraw, but with Doe visiting Guinea now, we suspect 
that he wants to ask for more assistance. But we do not 
intend to spread the conflict in the entire region and we 
ask General Conte to realize that this is an internal 
Liberian problem and not any foreign aggression on 
Liberian soil, so he should stay out. [end recording] 


Government Says No Guinean Troops in Nimba 


AB3103170690 Monrovia Radio ELWA 
in English 1100 GMT 31 Mar 90 


[Text] The Government of Liberia has clarified that the 
recent visit to Guinea by President Doe was geared 
toward cooperation between the two governments and 
finding a lasting solution to the repatriation of Liberian 
refugees in that country. 


According to the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY quoting 
an Information Ministry release issued last night, the 
government also wants to clarify that there are no 
Guinean soldiers fighting alongside Liberian Govern- 
ment troops against rebels in Nimba, as quoted by Mr. 
Charles Taylor yesterday in an interview with the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. It said government has no 
intention to [word indistinct] any foreign troops into the 
country and said its own forces are adequately trained 
and equipped to contain the situation. 


Commenting on the Charles Taylor interview, the Infor- 
mation Ministry said it was intended to confuse the 
Liberian people [passage indistinct]. The Ministry again 
clarified that the rebels killed the two missionaries, the 
Jacksons, taking them for Americans fighting alongside 
Liberian Government Forces. Meanwhile, government 
is reassuring citizens and residents, as well as confessions 
operating in Nimba County that its troops are deployed 
in the county to protect life and properties and that there 
was no need to panic. 


Official Denies Rebel Activity in Bong County 


ABO204191990 Monrovia R-dio ELWA 
in English 1710 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[Text] Bong County S« verintendent Venecious Vorkpor 
has denied reports of rebel activities in the county and 
said that life in the county is normal. According to him, 
business activity is still going on fine in Bong County. 


Superintendent Vorkpor was reacting to a front-page 
story of the STANDARD newspaper of March 30 which 
said, among other things, that fighting between govern- 
ment troops and rebels had intensified and had 
advanced to Bong County. Superintendent Vorkpor said 
the story was misleading and intended to disrupt the 
economic activities of Bong County as well as the green 
revolution program of government. 


Superintendent Vorkpor has, meanwhile, warned the 
public against spreading false information about Bong 
County and emphasized that safety measures are being 
taken to protect life and property of residents and 
citizens in Bong County. 
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Nimba County Situation Said *Deteriorating’ 


ABO204139790 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 2 Apr 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Things are apparently deteriorating rapidly in 
Liberia’s northeastern Nimba County, where Charles 
Taylor's rebellion has (?fired) up again in the past couple 
of weeks. The railway to the iron mining town of Yekepa, 
on the Guinea border, has apparently stopped operating 
and roads in the region are impassable. Our West Afrifa 
correspondent Elisabeth Blunt has been piecing together 
the situation from reports by people fleeing Nimba 
County and from sources in Monrovia. She sent this 


report: 


[Begin Blunt recording] On Saturday [31 March], two 
attacks were reported: one, an ambush on vehicles 
belonging to an Italian construction company, on the 
road between Ganta and Tapeta, and the other, a raic on 
a rubber plantation to the north of (Seklepie). The raid 
on the rubber plantation was particularly vicious. 
Reports from Monrovia say that about 50 well-armed 
rebels assembled the workers, picked out those who were 
from the Kron and Mandigo tribes, and killed them. 
President Samuel Doe is Kron, and the Mandigo, who in 
Nimba County are mostly traders and shopkeepers, are 
suspected of siding with the Army against the local 
population. Other workers and the plantation foreign 
managers were not harmed; but neither side has the 
monopoly of vice or virtue. The soldiers, who eventually 
arrived to drive the rebels away, then looted the com- 
pany offices. 


The area of rebel activity, once confined to a strip along 
the Ivorian border, has now spread right across the 
county, and no part is safe. Trains on the railway, which 
take iron ore from Nimba’s mines at Yekepa to the port 
of Buchanan, are no longer running, since the rebel 
leader, Charles Taylor, threatened on Friday [30 March] 
to fire on any train leaving the mine. Iron ore is now 
reportedly being stockpiled until it can be moved safely. 


Access to Nimba County is now so dangerous that the 
Red Cross, which has prepared supplies for those who 
have been displaced from their homes, has not been able 
to distribute them. So far, it has only been able to give 
some food to a group of several hundred evacuees at 
Buchanan, the southern terminus of the railway, and it 
hopes to cistribute more supplies during this week in 
Gbarnga, the last town on the main road before entering 
Nimba County itself. [end recording] 


Senegal 


* Economist Reviews IMF Plan, Urges Solutions 
34190077B Dakar FAGARU in French Feb 90 p 2 


[Interview by FAGARU with Makhtar Diouf, date and 
place not given] 
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[Text] [FAGARU] When Senegal became independent, 
it had many advantages. However, by 1979 it was quite 
necessary tO note that the country was in on impasse. 
The World Bank and the IMF were called on to rescue it. 
Can you explain to us why, in your opinion. the eco- 
nomic policy followed since independence has failed? 


{[Makhtar Diouf] In fact, Senegal had a number of 
advantages at the time of independence. In 1960 Senegal 
was one of the most developed countries in Africa. Its 
annual per capita income of $218 put it in third place in 
Africa south of the Sahara. after Gabon (annual per 
capita income of $294): and Gold Coast, currently 
Ghana, (annual per capita income of $222). In 1985, 
after 25 years of independence, annual per capita income 
in real terms was about equal to that in 1960. It was this 
unusual example of economic performance contrary to 
expectations that a report of the World Bank described 
as follows: “In 1960 Senegal inherited a relatively well- 
developed material and social infrastructure. Since then 
Senegal has recorded the lowest rates of growth of all of 
the African countries not affected by war or civil unrest.” 
In my view, One of the impor‘ant advantages enjoyed by 
Senegal has been the absexce of ethnic or religious 
conflicts. What are the reasons for this failure? As you 
know, as has always been the case in the view of 
Senegalese leaders, the guilty partics were found: drought 
and a deterioration in the terms of trade. 


Of course, there are other factors, which have had a 
certain influence on the situation, although Senegal has 
not had a monopoly of them in Africa. The relative 
prosperity of Senegal during the colonial period is 
explained in large part by the size of the investments 
made, particul?rly in the public sector. After indepen- 
dence was achieved, a policy of investment was 
neglected for the benefit of a policy of consumption. This 
presents a very simple problem of national accounting or 
even of arithmetic. The national income of a country ts 
made up of investment and consumption. What ts not 
saved for investment is consumed and vice versa. 
Instead of being an instrument for development, the 
Senegalese budget has been an instrument for the enjoy- 
ment of the minority in power. The situation began to 
deteriorate after 1971. By 1986 the rates of growth were 
as follows: 2.5 percent for gross domestic product and 
3.25 percent for consumption (2.6 percent for private 
consumption and 3.9 percent for public consumption). 
This means that every year we have been consuming a 
larger and larger proportion of gross domestic produc- 
tion. As a percentage of national income, consumption, 
which was 77 percent up to 1971 (an enormous amount), 
rose to 99 percent in 1979. In 1980 and 1981 consump- 
tion exceeded national income in absolute value for the 
first time. As this excess of consumption only affected 
imported goods, you can see the damage done to the rest 
of the economy. 


[FAGARU] Is that the diagnosis made by the IMF and 
the World Bank? How do you differ with their diagnosis? 
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{Makhtar Diouf] The IMF and the World Bank have 
made the same diagnosis. We differ in how to interpret 
it. These organizations adopt an overall approach. too 
broad an approach, which leads them to blame “house- 
hold consumption.” In economics a “household” is quite 
simply the unit of consumption. It is a deceptive concept 
because it is too broad. A cabinet minister is a house- 
hold. The chief executive officer of a company is a 
household, as are a worker and a farmer. By doing this 
the IMF and the World Bank are silent about overcon- 
sumption by some and underconsumption by others. 
Thus, they reach a conclusion that makes no sense from 
the social and economic point of view: the Senegalese 
people are consuming too much, whereas in the country- 
side you can count millions of people who would like to 
consume more. 


[FAGARU] The World Bank and the IMF have been 
trying out their remedies for about 10 years in our 
country. What do you think of their performance? Have 
these institutions achieved their objectives, either those 
sought or those unsought? Have the remedies proposed 
by these institutions built up healthy foundations for 
economic recovery, particularly in the sectors of agricul- 
ture and industry? 


[Makhtar Diouf] It was after the serious deterioration in 
the economic situation noted in 1979 (sce above) that 
the IMF and the World Bank intervened and began their 
programs of adjustment: 


¢ Short-term stabilization plan, 1979/1980. 

* Economic and Financial Recovery Plan (PREF), 
1980/1985. 

¢ Medium- and Long-Term Economic and Financial 
Adjustment Plan (PAML), 1985/1992. 


The measures adopted can be summarized as ™'lows: a 
reduction in household consumption by lowering the 
subsidics on major food items (hence, massive price 
increases) and halting or slowing down recruitment for 
the civil service and dismantling the public sector of the 
economy. 


What was the result? The Senegalese economy sank 
deeper and deeper into crisis. The adoption of an aus- 
terity policy was the only possible course of action. 
However, it should not have mistaken its goal. This 
explains the economic failure of the adjustment pro- 
grams. When overall action to reduce consumption was 
taken, the marginal impact only affected economically 
weak groups. At the economic level this produced no 
results. At the social level it led to pauperization and 
discontent among the people, which was fully justified. 
Certain economic results recorded should be interpreted 
correctly. Following the PREF 1980/1985 plan, the rate 
of growth of overall consumption notably declined. In 
my view this was because the new chief of state, who 
assumed office in 1981, had included in his program a 
Struggle against unjust enrichment. This program fright- 
ened certain members of the elite, embezzlers who had 
sofi- pedaled their conspicuous consumption to avoid 
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drawing attention to themselves. On the other hand, 
substantial amounts of capital were exported during this 
period for investment abroad. In reality, the objective of 
these adjustment programs was not to correct imbal- 
ances (in fact, they created more of them with the rise of 
inflation), nor to lay the foundation for the development 
of agriculture and industry (the latter was being liqui- 
dated.). The hidden objective was to liberalize the 
\frican economies, to open them up further to foreign 
countries, and to reduce them to serving as export 
markets for the sale of both manufactured products as 
well as equipment goods, which they can produce and 
which they were producing. In other words, burying any 
attempt to establish what has been called a “New Inter- 
national Economic Order.” 


{[FAGARU] Debts are a matter of concern. Why do we 
have this debt? Specifically, what purpose does it serve? 
What does it amount to now? Will we be able to repay it? 
Can and should the country repay it? 


{Makhtar Diouf] As of the end of 1987 African foreign 
debt amounted to $260 billion. It is said in general, and 
it is true, that the African debt is equal to the debt of 
Brazil alone. However, this comparison is deceptive. In 
terms of debt, the most important aspect is not so much 
the absolute amount of the debt but rather the ability to 
repay it. If 1 owe you 10 million CFA [African Financial 
Community] francs and a billionaire owes you 100 
million CFA francs, the person deepest in debt is me, 
despite the appearances. In Africa the countries with the 
largest foreign debts, in decreasing order, are: Egypt. 
Nigeria, Algeria, Morocco, and Ivory Coast. However, 
these are not the countries that worry foreign creditors 
the most, taking into account their economic potential, 
and that of the first three countries, in particular. Senegal 
is one of a group of countries where the total per capita 
foreign debt is higher than annual per capita income. 
Therefore, these countries are really insolvent. Senegal’s 
foreign debt really began to grow after 1974. Service on 
the foreign debt (repayment of the principal and interest) 
went up from 2.8 percent of export receipts to nearly 40 
percent ai present. The average annual rate of increase of 
the foreign debt has been 25 percent. 


As the average annual rate of growth of gross domestic 
product has only been 2.5 percent, we can easily see that 
money obtained from foreign borrowing has not 
financed development. This money has been used to 
finance unproductive projects with insignificant markets 
and has made it possible for people close to the govern- 
ment to grow rich. This is the debt that financed the 
excessive consumption of which we were just speaking. It 
was Often used to keep the state budget afloat. Everyone 
remembers the years of foolishness between 1974 and 
1980 and the famous K2 account in the BNDS [Senegal 
National Development Bank]. Many fortunes were made 
during that time. 


In February 1980, it was the then minister of finance 
who expressed this not very flattering judgment on the 
actions of his predecessor: “From 1973 to 1977 the 
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conduct of public finance was marked by very serious 
management errors at the national leve! and in semip- 
ublic services.” 


The foreign debt cannot be repaid because it has not 
financed revenue generating projects. From the legal 
point of view it should be repaid because a contract to 
that effect was signed. However, this raises some prob- 
lems in terms of morality: it is the creditors who pressed 
the countries of the Third World to enter into debt. In 
the 1970's, with the influx of petrodollars. some coun- 
tries had a massive amount of capital, which they did not 
know what to do with, and they got rid of it by lending it 
to the Third World. This was the first time that we saw 
bankers seek out customers to whom to lend money, 
without concerning themselves about the use that was 
going to be made of it. The bulk of this money was 
returned to the countries of origin in various ways: in 
payment of orders for goods, which were often overin- 
voiced, and in the transfer of funds diverted by their 
citizens in the course of activity involving project imple- 
mentation. It should be added that nearly half of the 
money, which the African states have an obligation to 
repay, covers interest charges. This amounts to repaying 
half of the money borrowed, which was not received. We 
see clearly here the relevance of the Islamic prohibition 
on the payment of interest. The foreign debt problem of 
Third World countries can only be resolved by negotia- 
tions between creditors and debtors aimed at cancelling 
the debt for certain countries and reducing it for others. 


{[FAGARU] In your view what economic and social 
policies should be followed to resolve the crisis? 


{Makhtar Diouf] Among other things, what should be 
done is to carry out a real policy of austerity, first of all, 
involving public finance. That is, reducing by half the 
number of ministries, abolishing the salaries of deputies 
and providing them with reasonable allowances during 
the parliamentary session, eliminating the Economic and 
Social Council (which is useless, since it is the IMF and 
the World Bank that perform its functions), and leasing 
the presidential aircraft from an airline. It now costs us 
no less than | billion CFA francs per year. (It could be 
refitted and chartered three or four times per year to 
make it available for the chief of state on important and 
official trips.) We should reduce the number of diplo- 
matic missions and enact an open election code to ensure 
the holding of regular elections to permit changing the 
administration when the people want it. This is the most 
effective way of punishing the bad management and 
corruption that have been paralyzing the Senegalese 
economy since 1960. It should be said that if a member 
of parliament serves without receiving a salary, the 
motive for electoral fraud would disappear by itself, at 
least where parliamentary elections are concerned. 


* IMF Criticism of Donors, Agricultural Policy 
34190077C Dakar FAGARU in French Feb 90 p 2 


[Abou Diop article: “Agricultural Policy: Start Over!’ 
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[Text] The experts of the World Bank and of the IMF are 
increasingly critical of the effects of Structural Adjust- 
ment Programs (SAP). At a conference held on 24 April 
1989 Professor Ume Lele (chief of the Division of 
Special Studies in the Department of National Econo- 
mies of the World Bank) stated that the conclusions, 
which she had reached, are the same as those in official 
studies made by aid donors for the “Management of 
Agricultural Development in Africa” (MADIA) pro- 
gram. According to her, “The studies emphasize the fact 
that the effectiveness of foreign assistance has been 
hampered by the limited ability of the donors to adapt 
their aid to :mportant aspects of local conditions under 
which the programs functioned.” 


The studies referred to emphasized the fact that the aid 
donors have too great a tendency to emphasize technical 
assistance and to react to problems by applying technical 
and organizational solutions that have little relationship 
to the human and organizational needs or capacities of 
the beneficiaries. 


Senegal ranks very low in the table of comparative 
macroeconomic results in the countries covered by the 
MADIA study. According to Ume Lele, the poor 
showing by Senegal in the agricultural sector is because 
of “errors made in the organizational and technological 
areas.” She noted that in Senegal agricultural diversi‘1- 
cation has been concentrated in particular on rice culti- 
vation, which she and Rene Dumont consider very 
costly. Government agricultural policy has not favored 
either agricultural production for export or the produc- 
tion of food and diversification. The priority long given 
to agriculture has aimed at increasing farmer income. It 
has relegated the production of food to second place, 
thereby hampering the objective of achieving food self- 
sufficiency. However, the farmers have turned their 
backs on the production of cotton, in view of the 
increasing cost of agricultural inputs and the fall in 
prices paid to the producer. 


Irrigated and mechanized rice production has also been 
a failure. In the irrigated fields operated by SAED 
[Company for the Development and Utilization of the 
Senegal River Delta] it costs about 3 million CFA 
{African Financial Community] francs to develop a 
hectare of land, whereas, production only occasionally 
amounts to more than one ton per hectare. 


In its search for a management alternative to what is now 
in place in our country our party, the L D/MPT [Demo- 
cratic League/Popular Workers Mo has pre- 
pared a program called the Jallarbi Pian .2. Economic 
and Social Development (PJDES). It broadly takes into 
account the errors and mistaken choices mentioned 
above but also considers unfortunate or successful expe- 
riences of other countries. In a future issue of FAGARU 
we will review the principal points of the PJDES. which 
is aimed essentially at our achieving self- sufficiency in 
food. 
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